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Issue
The vast majority of dangerous, abusive and violent 
behaviour that occurs in the privacy of people's 
homes is committed by men against women. 

Background
The following basic statistics help demonstrate the 
prevalence and severity of violence against women: 

• On average, at least one woman a week is killed 
by a partner or former partner in Australia.

• One in three Australian women has experienced 
physical violence, since the age of 15.

• One in five Australian women has experienced 
sexual violence.

• One in four Australian women has experienced 
physical or sexual violence by an intimate 
partner.

• One in four Australian women has experienced 
emotional abuse by a current or former partner.

• Women are at least three times more likely than 
men to experience violence from an intimate 
partner.

• Women are five times more likely than men to 
require medical attention or hospitalisation as 
a result of intimate partner violence, and five 
times more likely to report fearing for their lives.

• Of those women who experience violence, more 
than half have children in their care.

• Violence against women is not limited to the 
home or intimate relationships. Every year in 
Australia, over 300,000 women experience 
violence – often sexual violence – from 
someone other than a partner.

• Eight out of ten women aged 18 to 24 were 
harassed on the street in the past year.

• Young women (18 – 24 years) experience 
significantly higher rates of physical and sexual 
violence than women in older age groups.

• There is growing evidence that women with 
disabilities are more likely to experience 
violence.

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women 
experience both far higher rates and more 
severe forms of violence compared to other 
women.

In early 2015, the Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) agreed to take urgent 
collective action to address the unacceptable level 
of violence against women in Australia.

Policy Position
Law Council of Australia

At the Law Council of Australia Directors' meeting 
on 27 June 2015, the Law Council established a 
new Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) Working 
Group to: 

• promote the alignment of domestic violence 
order legislation; 

• progress the cooperative information initiatives 
already commenced with the Australian Medical 
Association; and 

• investigate opportunities for external funding. 

The DFV Working Group is also responsible for 
reviewing the Government’s Women’s Safety 
Package, released in September 2015. The 
Package was welcomed by the Law Council, but 
it was noted that if we are serious about assisting 
victims of domestic and family violence then we 
must be serious about ensuring they have access 
to justice. Substantially greater funding for legal 
assistance is needed to ensure access to justice 
can be achieved (media release 24/09/15).
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On 24 February 2014, the Law Society provided a 
submission to the Law Reform Commission of WA 
in response to their Enhancing Family and Domestic 
Violence Laws discussion paper.

The Society has representatives on the Law 
Council’s DFV Working Group.

The Society also supports White Ribbon Day each 
year.

The third and final report of the COAG Advisory 
Panel on Reducing Violence Against Women and 
Their Children was provided to COAG on 1 April 
2016. The Panel found that despite a lot of good 
work, rates of violence against women in Australia 
remain unacceptably high.

The Panel’s final report includes 28 
recommendations for COAG’s consideration, with 
innovative, practical and deliverable options for 
further joint Commonwealth, state and territory 
work to reduce violence against women and their 
children.

Further, the Victorian Government’s Royal 
Commission into Family Violence final report 
was tabled in Parliament on 30 March 2016. The 
Commission's 227 recommendations are directed 

at improving the foundations of the current system, 
seizing opportunities to transform the way that 
we respond to family violence, and building the 
structures that will guide and oversee a long-term 
reform programme that deals with all aspects of 
family violence.

Funding implications
In early 2015, the COAG agreed to jointly contribute 
$30 million for a national campaign to reduce 
violence against women and their children, and also 
created an action plan with numerous objectives, 
including the establishment of a national DVO 
scheme.

In September 2015, the Australian Government 
announced a $100 million package of measures 
to provide a safety net for women and children at 
high risk of experiencing violence. The package will 
improve frontline support and services, leverage 
innovative technologies to keep women safe, 
and provide education resources to help change 
community attitudes to violence and abuse. $15m 
of that funding was allocated to legal services for 
those experiencing domestic violence, however the 
Law Council has warned that though a step in the 
right direction, this will not be enough.

Recommendation

The Law Society of Western Australia endorses the Law Council of Australia 2016 Federal Election 
Policy Platform and thereby seeks the support of all parties to:

• Properly fund courts dealing with family law matters, as well as family violence support services;

• Develop and implement domestic violence strategies for particularly vulnerable groups, 
including Indigenous Australians and those from CALD communities; and

• Identify and implement measures designed to reduce the prevalence of domestic and family 
violence.


