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This Annual Report contains financial information for the 

year ended 30 June 2007.  In relation to non-financial 

information, it reports on matters that have taken place 

since 1 July 2006.

Our Purpose 
The voice of the Western Australian legal profession

Key Objectives 
The key objectives of the Society’s two year Strategic 

Plan for 2005 - 2006 were to:

• Maximise membership across the profession.

• Provide efficient and effective services to members.

• Promote mutual respect, communication, cordial 

intercourse and charity among the profession.

• Enhance the image of the legal profession.

• Improve professional standards and entrench high 

ethical standards.

• Enable lawyers to deliver economic and effective legal 

services.

• Promote access to justice.

• Preserve and promote the Rule of Law and participate 

in ongoing law reform.

Note: The Society Council agreed in 2006 to defer a 

new Strategic Plan until the completion of the 2007 

Membership survey.  It is anticipated that a new Strategic 

Plan will be in place by the end of 2007/2008.

Highlights for �006-�007

Number of members
2,555 (4 % increase)

Accumulated net assets
$2,462,790

Budget Surplus
$30,767

Number of committees
46

Submissions to external bodies
55

Visits to Society Web site
61,500

Educational events
76 seminars (4,045 attendees)

Collegiality functions
14 (902 attendees)

Shopfront lawyer consultations 
2,855

Total visitors to FBLEC
6,816

Schools in Mock Trial Competitions
50 (700 students/80 teams/100 judges and coaches)

About this Annual Report



Annual Report 2006 - 2007

The voice of the Western Australian legal profession   
�

20
06

/2
00

7

Objects of the Law Society of Western 
Australia

The objects of the Society are as follows.

(a)To advance the study of jurisprudence.

(b) To promote the administration of justice.

(c) To promote the development and improvement of 

law throughout the State of Western Australia.

(d) To support and protect the character and status 

and promote the interest of the Legal Profession and 

Legal Practitioners generally in Western Australia.

(e) To promote honourable practice, to repress 

malpractice, to mediate disputed points of practice 

and to consider questions of professional usage or 

courtesy between or among Legal Practitioners.

(f) To consider all questions affecting the interests of 

the Legal Profession in Western Australia.  

(g) To uphold the honour of the Legal Profession and 

encourage cordial relations amongst members of 

the Legal Profession. 

(h) To encourage the study of law.

(i) To give prizes or other rewards or distinctions to 

encourage the study of law.

(j) To promote and disseminate continuing legal 

education and information on legal subjects.

(k) To provide for the relief of distressed and deserving 

Legal Practitioners and their families and to make 

disbursements for them out of the general funds of 

the Society and to establish for such purpose any 

special funds and to make disbursements from them 

as the Society from time to time thinks fit.

(l) To undertake commercial activities.

(m) To establish, own, support and assist in the 

establishment and support of any trust, association 

fund, institution or body where to do so would assist 

in the attainment of any of the objects of the Society 

and to act as trustee and manager or one of the 

trustees and managers of any such trust, association 

fund, institution or body.

(m) To seek, receive and disseminate information 

which may be of interest to the Legal Profession. 

(o) To establish, maintain and manage a legal 

museum or museums and to maintain historical 

records and things of interest.

(p) To establish, maintain and manage such legal 

assistance schemes, legal advice bureaus and other 

forms of legal assistance for the benefit of the public 

generally or of any section of the public, and with or 

without restrictions as to the eligibility for advice and 

assistance, as the Society from time to time thinks 

fit.

(q) To settle, adopt and promote usage by Legal 

Practitioners of general conditions or forms relating 

to the sale and disposition of, or other dealings in, 

property.

(r) Undertake any other acts or functions devolved 

to the Society under written law or law of the 

Commonwealth.
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In June 2007 the Society celebrated 

its 80th anniversary. This milestone 

would not have been possible without 

the support of the legal profession. 

I would like to thank all those members of the 

profession who have contributed to the Society over 

the past 80 years through their membership and active 

participation in its many committees and activities.  

Membership of the Society is and always has 

been voluntary and it is a testament to the WA 

legal profession that the Society has been able to 

adapt to the changing needs of the profession, its 

members and the expectation of both government 

and members of the public.  

2007 also marks 170 years since the 

first permanent Court House was built in 

WA.  It took less than ten years for the 

colony to realise that a courthouse had 

become a necessity to ensure law and 

order in the growing community.  The 

building is reputably Perth’s oldest public 

building and was the first law museum in 

Australia.  

The Society has recognised for some 

time that change has been occurring within the 

legal profession and that it must re-position itself to 

ensure that it remains sustainable and relevant to 

the profession.  In the past twelve months a number 

of reforms have been introduced across a number 

of areas, but it needs to be noted that the effect of 

any change will take time.   Some of the reforms 

include:

• A communications and marketing strategy which has 

in part resulted in the Society’s new 

tag line, ‘The voice of the Western 

Australian legal profession” being 

implemented.

• The Society’s regular 

communications to members have undergone 

facelifts.  Our weekly electronic newsletter Friday 

Facts is now being presented in a new format, which 

I believe is much more effective, and the Society’s 

monthly magazine Brief has been reviewed and 

refreshed and has a new-look cover.  

• New corporate branding has been introduced 

to ensure the Society is giving out a professional, 

consistent image.  

• The inaugural Attorney 

General Community Service 

Law Award was presented to 

Graham Castledine.  

Members and non-members 

should see further change 

over the next twelve months 

as the focus on retaining and 

attracting new members will 

be a top priority.  

The Society also will be 

taking positive steps to ensure it plays a vital role to 

both members and non-members when continuing 

professional development is mandatory.

The Society has worked hard to be “the Voice of 

the Western Australian legal profession” at a state, 

national and international level over the past twelve 

months.  

President’s Report

Attorney General Jim McGinty presents 
Community Service Law Award to Graham 

Castledine
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National Legal Profession

In June 2004, the Standing Committee of Attorneys 
General (SCAG) released the National Model Laws.  
The National Model Laws were drafted by the Law 
Council of Australia as a model for uniform legislation 
for the legal profession throughout Australia.  

As a result of the National Model Laws, the Attorney 
General indicated that the Legal Practice Act 2003 
could be repealed and replaced by a new Act 
incorporating core provisions of the National Model 
Laws.  In early 2006, an ad hoc Committee was 
established to coordinate the Society’s submission 
on aspects of the National Model Laws that were 
not in keeping with Society policy and not perceived 
to be in the best interests of the Western Australian 
legal profession.  The Society made submissions 
on those parts of the National Model Laws dealing 
with Trust Accounts, Fidelity Funds, Costs and 
Professional Conduct Rules.  

In early 2007, the Society made a comprehensive 
submission to the Attorney General in relation to a 
draft Legal Profession Bill 2007, which had been 
provided to the Society on a confidential basis.  

The Attorney General was hoping to introduce the 
State Bill to the Autumn 2007 sitting of Parliament.  
However, drafting the Bill was slowed due to its 
complexity and the necessity to work through 
national issues as they related to local conditions.  It 
seems that the Bill will now be introduced during the 
Spring 2007 session.  Although it will be introduced to 
Parliament, it is unlikely that the Bill  will be enacted 
before the end of 2007.

Law Council of Australia

The Society is a constituent member of the Law 
Council of Australia (LCA). Capitation fees of 

$129,778 were paid for 2006-2007.  The Society’s 
LCA Director and representative for 2006 and 2007 
was the President, Maria Saraceni.

One of the most significant issues that the Council 
of the Society dealt with during the 2006-2007 year 
was the admission of the Large Law Firms Group 
(LLFG), an affiliation of nine national law firms, to 
Law Council of Australia.   The LLFG submitted a 
draft proposal to the Law Council outlining the terms 
and conditions in which they would agree to continue 
to pay membership fees on behalf of their employed 
solicitors and partners to each State constituent 
body for a period of three years in return for a voting 
position on the Board of LCA.

The Law Society of Western Australia was the only 
voice against the proposal (having resolved not to 
support the proposal at the Society’s January Council 
meeting). The Council’s decision was based on the 
principle that the LLFG group was not a constituent 
body and, as such, should not be given the same 
status as other constituent bodies).    

Maria Saraceni

President
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Council elections are held annually.  The President, two Vice Presidents, one Country Member and two Junior 

Members are elected for a one year term.  Ordinary members are elected for two year terms unless elected to fill 

vacancies.  The Articled Clerk representative is appointed by the Council. 

Executive     

Wayne Martin QC  President 1 January - 4 April 2006 (Appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of  

    Western Australia)

Dudley Stow        President 4 April 2006 - 28 April 2006

Maria Saraceni      President from 28 April 2006

Dudley Stow                Senior Vice President - 1 January - 4 April 2006 and from 28 April 2006 

Hylton Quail   Vice President from 28 April 2006

Kevin Edwards   Treasurer

Ordinary Members

Ken Bates    Casual vacancy (replaced Hylton Quail, appointed Vice President)

Catherine Crawford   Ordinary member until July 2006 (appointed a Magistrate)

Judith Fordham 

David Garnsworthy 

Pamela Hass 

Denis McLeod 

Timothy O’Leary 

Steven Penglis 

John Prior 

Natalie Redman 

Shane Sirett    Casual vacancy (replaced Catherine Crawford)

Simon Watters 

Celia Searle                Immediate Past President

Country Member

Carmel McKenzie

Junior Members

Kate Cook

Richard Stapley-Oh

Articled Clerk Representative

Law Society Council 2006
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Dr Eric Heenan

Executive     

Maria Saraceni     President 

Dudley Stow   Senior Vice President 

Hylton Quail  Vice President 

Kevin Edwards  Treasurer

Ordinary Members

Ken Bates      

Judith Fordham 

David Garnsworthy 

Pamela Hass 

Nuala Keating

Belinda Lonsdale

Denis McLeod 

Steven Penglis 

John Prior 

Shane Sirett      

Simon Watters 

Immediate Past President

Celia Searle

Country Member

Carmel McKenzie

Junior Members

Kate Cook

Michelle Quigley

Articled Clerk Representative

Madge Mukund

Law Society Council 2007
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It is a privilege to present this summary of 

my first year as Executive Director of the 

Law Society of Western Australia, which 

also marks the Society’s 80th year. 
This Annual Report provides details of the many 

activities undertaken across each area of the Society 

in 2006-2007 and touches on the next twelve months.   

I invite you to take the time to read it.  

In last year’s report I wrote the following: 

The Society is in a very interesting and 

challenging period of its history with a number 

of internal and external issues which will no 

doubt influence our future. For example the 

push for a more nationalised system with the 

National Model Bill, the continued debate 

with regard to the role of the Law Council 

of Australia, the proposed introduction of a 

new Legal Practice Act for Western Australia 

and the proposed introduction of mandatory 

legal professional development.

As a membership based organisation our 

focus must clearly be on the things that are 

important to our members, and over the next 

twelve months a number of initiatives will be 

considered and where appropriate introduced 

to maintain this focus.  

We have commenced evaluating our internal 

practices to look for ways we can do things 

more efficiently and effectively to ensure that 

members get “good value”. This will continue to 

be a focus of 2006-2007 and I look forward to 

reporting on some of the changes introduced in 

next year’s annual report.

In 2006-2007 there has been a 

strong focus on reviewing “our 

internal practices”.  This can be 

demonstrated by the following 

snapshot of some of the initiatives 

that have been undertaken over 

the past twelve months.   

• A new tag line reflecting and promoting the 

important role of the Society as an advocate has been 

adopted: The Voice of the Western Australian 

Legal Profession.

• Brief  has undergone a facelift and now provides 

a broader range of topics of 

interest to members of the 

profession. 

• Continuing Professional 

Development.  

In May 2007, Council 

approved a business case to 

employ a Manager Professional Development and 

Education for the delivery of professional learning 

and development products and services to the WA 

legal profession.  This role is aimed at ensuring 

the Society positions itself to meet the continuing 

professional development requirements that legal 

practitioners will be required to achieve from 2008 in 

order to have their practice certificate issued by the 

Legal Practice Board.

• Council Minutes are now able to be accessed by 

members via the Society’s website. 

• Customer Service the Society’s staff made a 

commitment to members via a Customer Service 

Executive Director’s Report
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and broadcast sectors.

National Golden Gavel

In November 2006, the National Golden Gavel 

Competition was held in Perth. It was a significant 

achievement to win the right to host the national final. 

The Young Lawyers Committee dedicated hours of 

work to ensuring Perth was successful in its bid and 

the Committee is to be commended.

Financial Position

Charter to act professionally, be helpful, willing to 

assist, efficient, responsive, reliable and consistent 

in everything they do.

• Friday Facts  has been reviewed to now offer a 

more user-friendly weekly information service to 

members. 

• Media increased responses to the media on matters 

of importance to the legal profession.

• Members Privileges have been enhanced with 

a range of new and exciting benefits available to 

members. 

• The Society’s Committee system has undergone 

a review.  One of the outcomes being sought is to 

encourage members to be become more involved 

with Committees and provide them with the 

opportunity to do so.  

 

Major Events

Society’s 80th year

As mentioned June 2007 marked the Law Society’s 

80th birthday.  

Francis Burt Law Education Centre 

The building, which is home to the Francis Burt Law 

Education Centre, celebrated its 170th anniversary 

in 2007.  

Law Week

This year’s Law Week was again a great success. 

It was pleasing to see members of the profession 

getting involved in the various activities.  Law Week 

gained extensive media coverage within the print 
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The financial affairs of the Society remained 

positive, with a surplus of $30,767 in 2006-2007, 

with the Society holding accumulated net assets 

of $2,462,790 with $1,814,006 in cash reserves.  

In 2006-2007 the Society paid a capitation fee of 

$130,145 for membership to the Law Council of 

Australia 

 

The charts below reflect the income and expenditure 

for the Society in 2006-2007.

 

Membership

Membership increased by 4% compared to 2006-

2007 with the number of members across all 

categories totalling 2,555 as at 30 June 2007. 

Introducing the Society to Law Students

Over the past twelve months, the Executive Manager 

of Membership Services and I visited each of the 

Perth law schools to encourage students to become 

members.  The visits were integrated as part of 

the first year students’ orientation week and were 

a great opportunity for us to highlight some of the 

benefits associated with membership.  In addition, 

the Society was pleased to be involved in the Tri-

Law Careers Fair in March 2007.  The event, held 

at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre, was 

a significant opportunity for us to talk directly to 

students regarding membership.

Visits to Law Firms

The President and I visited a number of law firms 

and government agencies to listen to feedback 

on how the Society can improve and better serve 

its membership.  As part of this process, the 

Membership Services team also provided a number 

of follow-up presentations for members to enable 

them to discover how they could become more 

involved with the Society and get the most from their 

membership.

Law Mutual

Over 2,000 practitioners attended the 2006-2007 

Risk Management series, entitled “Walking the 

Tightrope” which focussed on how to handle mistakes 

and complaints.  Overall, 37 seminars were held, 

including five in the country.

The Society continued to review alternative 

professional indemnity insurance models.  It made 

submissions to the Attorney General requesting 

legislative amendments and other options to improve 

the operations of Law Mutual.

Over 2,000 practitioners attended the 2006-2007 

Risk Management series, entitled “Walking the 

Tightrope” which focussed on how to handle mistakes 

and complaints.  Overall, 37 seminars were held, 

including five in the country.

The Society continued to review alternative 

professional indemnity insurance models.  It made 

submissions to the Attorney General requesting 

legislative amendments and other options to improve 

the operations of Law Mutual.
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The Future

In 2007-2008 the Society looks forward to continuing 

its focus on ensuring relevance of the services to 

members and continued improvement of those 

services.   Some of the initiatives which the Society 

will be undertaking include:

•   Preparing a new Strategic Plan for the Society.

• Reviewing our Communication and Marketing 

Strategy

• Positioning ourselves as a provider of broad-

based Continuing Professional Development to the 

legal profession to assist the profession in meeting 

the requirements of the impending introduction of 

mandatory professional development.  An important 

focus of this will include ensuring that members 

are able to access professional development at a 

reasonable cost.  

• A comprehensive membership survey to obtain 

feedback and comments from members on what 

they would like the Society to be doing and the types 

of services it should be providing. 

• Visits to both metropolitan and regional parts of 

Western Australia to meet with members and non-

members.

• Working closely with other agencies to look at ways 

that legal professionals can be attracted and retained 

in regional and remote areas of Western Australia 

• As ‘The Voice of the Western Australian Legal 

Profession’ advocating at a “local” level and through 

our membership of Law Council of Australia, 

advocating at a national level the Western Australian 

legal profession’s interests.   

Acknowledgments

On behalf of the Society staff I would like to thank 

the President, Council, Executive and the many 

members who participated on committees during the 

period of this Annual Report, for their support and 

very important and valued contribution.

Finally, it should not be forgotten that all of this is 

not possible without a team approach, and part of 

the Law Society team is its staff.  I thank the staff for 

their commitment, dedication and good work.

David Price

Executive Director
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The 2006 Annual General Meeting 
was held on 6 December 2006.

Council

The Society’s Council of 20 members met 15 times 

during 2006-2007. 

Two Special Council meetings were held, on 11 

December 2006 and 29 January 2007.  These 

meetings were convened to consider a proposal from 

the Law Council of Australia (LCA) to make changes 

to its Constitution to permit a new Constituent 

Member, the Large Law Firms Group (LLFG).

Executive

The Executive, consisting of the President, Senior 

Vice President, Vice President, Treasurer and co-

opted Council member met 15 times during the year.  

Council members co-opted to serve on Executive in 

the 2006-2007 financial year were John Prior (June-

September 2006), Pamela Hass (October-December 

2006), Denis McLeod (January-April 2007), and 

Shane Sirett (May and June 2007).

Executive Meetings

The Executive hosted 26 Executive Meetings with 

decision-makers including:

WorkCover Commissioner Peter Nisbet; 

Commissioner of Police; The Hon. Chris Ellison, 

then Minister for Justice; Acting Director General and 

Executive Director, Courts Services, Department of 

the Attorney-General; State and Commonwealth 

Directors of Public Prosecutions; the Judges of  the 

Federal Court of Australia; the Real Estate Institute 

of Western Australia; the Chairman of the  Legal Aid 

Commission, Malcolm McCusker QC and the Director 

Legal Aid WA, George Turnbull; His Hon Judge Denis 

Reynolds, President of the Children’s Court; the 

Australian Medical Association; the Legal Practice 

Board; the Brief Editorial Committee; the Deans of 

Law Schools; the judges of the State Administrative 

Tribunal; the Chief Justice, the Hon Wayne Martin; 

the Leader of the Opposition and Shadow Attorney 

General; the Attorney General, the Hon Jim McGinty 

MLA;  the Chief Judge of the District Court of WA and 

Country Practitioners; the Federal Attorney-General, 

the  Hon Philip Ruddock; the Solicitor General; the 

President of the Law Council of Australia; Presidents 

of various legal and non-legal organisations; the 

WA Industrial Relations Commission and the Chief 

Magistrate, Steven Heath.

Governance
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Council Policies

In order to formalise the internal policies of the Society, the Executive Director introduced a new policy system 

that is reviewed and updated from time to time.  The following new policies were formally approved by Council in 

2006:

CP01.06 Policy and Procedures Adoption and Review

CP02.06 Elected Members and Employees Reimbursement of Expenses

CP03.06 Salary packaging

CP04.06 Elected Members Access to and Management of Information

CP05.06 President’s Allowances and Expenses

CP06.06 Operation of Law Society Bank Accounts

CP07.06 Operation of Law Mutual Bank Accounts

CP08.06 Operation of Law Society Public Purposes Trust (PPT) Bank Accounts

CP09.06 Investment of Public Purposes Trust (PPT) Funds

CP10.06 Insurance

CP11.06 Advertising Policy – Society Publications

CP12.06 Allocation of Public Purposes Trust (PPT) Funds

CP13.06 Media at CLE Seminars

CP14.06 Media and Public Statements

CP15.06 Acting Executive Director

CP16.06 Australian Taxation Office Documentation

CP17.06 Sponsorship

CP18.07 Law Mutual Late Lodgement Levy Waiver

CP19.07 Allocation of Public Purposes Trust(PPT) Funds

CP20.07 Law Society of Western Australia Awards

CP21.07 Chief Justice’s Law Week Youth Appeal  - Distribution of Funds

The Society is responsible for the compulsory professional indemnity insurance arrangements for private solicitors.  

Law Mutual WA arranges insurance for more than 2,239 practitioners.

The Society successfully negotiated insurance, which resulted in a reduction in insurance contributions of 

approximately 4% for principals of firms.
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At 30 June 2007, there were 46 Society 

committees, with approximately 450 

members.  In the last year, more 

than 360 committees meetings were 

held within the Society, supported by 

Society staff.

Many of the Committees are Policy committees 

that deal with references for comment from outside 

organisations and initiate comment on various legal 

and practice issues as and when they arise. The 

following is a summary of the many issues considered 

by the policy committees during 2006-2007.

The Access to Justice Committee, convened by 

Rick Cullen, was reformed in late 2006 to deal with 

issues including: Legal Aid, both Criminal and Family 

Law, the Litigation Assistance Fund, Litigants in 

person, cultural and insurance issues, government 

funding and Law Access.  In 2006-2007, the 

Committee concentrated on preparing an Access 

to Justice Report on many of these issues.  Access 

to Justice has always been a high priority for the 

Society and although it is often thankless lobbying, 

the Committee will continue to make submissions to 

government.

The Accreditation Committee is convened by 

Trevor O’Sullivan. There are currently 41 Nationally 

Accredited Family Law Practitioners in Western 

Australia, all of whom met their requirements for the 

2006-2007 accreditation year through the Society’s 

Legal Education Department’s accredited family 

lawyers’ scheme.  Three of these are barristers.  

The work of the AMA/Law Society Joint Committee, 

convened by David Bruns, has been suspended 

pending discussions between the Executive of 

the AMA and the Executive of the Law Society.  

However, in 2006 the AMA approved guidelines 

prepared by the Society in 2003.  Those guidelines, 

“Practice Guidelines for Requesting Medical Reports 

and Arranging Medical Witnesses in Non-Criminal 

Matters” are available on the Society’s members-

only website at www.lawsocietywa.asn.au. 

The Articled Clerk Recruitment Scheme 

Monitoring Committee, convened by Janine 

Pritchard, operates a recruitment scheme for articled 

clerks and vacation clerks (“the Scheme”), with which 

firms are asked to comply.  Under the Scheme, there 

are separate recruitment periods for articled clerks 

and vacation clerks, the dates for which are set 

by the Committee, along with the dates on which 

offers may be made to articled clerks and vacation 

clerks.  The Committee reviews the operations of the 

Scheme each year. 

Advice received by the Society indicated that almost 

220 graduates were placed in the legal profession 

during the Articled Clerk recruitment period in 2006. 

Of those who did not receive offers in September, 86 

lodged resumes with the Law Society and 67 of these 

were placed through the Society’s clearinghouse 

facility. The number of resumes lodged with the 

Society has been diminishing over the last three 

years and advice from firms indicates that they are 

also receiving fewer applications for articles.  The 

challenge for the Committee in the coming year 

will be to consider whether the Scheme continues 

to assist employers and prospective articled clerks 

and vacation clerks by an orderly framework within 

Committees
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which the recruitment process can be conducted and 

whether any changes to the Scheme are warranted.

The Brief Editorial Committee, convened by the 

Editor, Ronald Bower, completed a successful 

year in which it commenced adapting to changes 

within the Society.   The Committee benefited from 

valuable input from the Executive Director, Mr David 

Price and the Society’s Communications Officer, Ms 

Sarah Tempest.  The membership of the Editorial 

Committee continued to be a mix of practitioners, 

there being members from large and small firms, the 

independent bar, corporations and a country practice. 

The committee membership included several young 

practitioners who made valuable contributions.

Brief magazine seems to be of substantial continuing 

interest to the WA profession, as members continue 

to submit articles for consideration for publication. 

The Editorial Committee continuously maintains 

alertness to feedback and ideas that could assist it to 

more closely adapt the magazine to the needs and 

interests of the readership.

The Clear Writing Committee, convened by 

Neil McLeod, was established in 1996 to promote 

clear writing by the legal profession of Western 

Australia.  Since 1998, the Committee has held a 

plain English drafting competition for law students.  

The competition has been incorporated into courses 

at Murdoch University, Notre Dame University and 

the University of Western Australia. It is anticipated 

that the competition will be incorporated into the law 

course at Edith Cowan University in the near future. 

In 2007, the two first-year winners were students at 

Murdoch University.  The four open-category winners 

study at the University of Western Australia.  

The Commercial Law Committee, convened by 

Rachel Webber, has representatives on a number of 

liaison groups including State Revenue, Consumer 

Protection, Insolvency, ASIC and the LCA’s Business 

Law Section, Corporations Law Committee.

In 2006-2007, the Committee considered a wide 

range of commercial issues and monitored legal 

developments and the progress of new legislation 

in relation to a variety of different subject areas, 

including proposed stamp duty changes to partnership 

interests, legal professional privilege, the State 

Tax Review/rewrite of the Stamp Act, independent 

solicitor’s certificates, reverse mortgages and the 

review of the Associations Incorporation Act 1987.

The Costs Committee, convened by Stewart 

Forbes, made recommendations to the Society’s 

Council in relation to biennial reviews conducted by 

the statutory Legal Costs Committee (“LCC”).  In 

early 2007, the Society made a detailed submission 

in relation to the scales of costs for non-litigious 

services.  

The majority of the Cost Committee’s time and effort 

was spent reviewing and providing submissions 

in relation to the National Model Laws for legal 

practitioners and the draft Legal Profession Bill 2007.  

Other matters considered by the Committee in 2006-

2007 included the WorkCover costs scale, solicitor/

client bills of costs, fees for interlocutory matters, 

uplift fees, solicitor/client itemised accounts, the 

Society’s Solicitor/Client Cost Agreement kit, costs 

law reform, costs disclosure rules and the Suitors 

Fund Act 1964.  
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The Country Practitioners Committee, convened 

by Carmel McKenzie, had members representing 

country practitioners from Broome, Geraldton, 

Kalgoorlie, Bunbury, Narrogin, Albany and Langford/

Lancelin.  The Committee generally meets by 

teleconference.  It also meets once a year face-to-

face in Perth.  Following this year’s meeting in Perth, 

the Committee met with the Society’s Executive 

and Chief Judge Antoinette Kennedy and Judge 

Paul Healy of the District Court.  In 2006-2007, the 

Committee discussed regional concerns about the 

draft Legal Profession Bill, options for the delivery 

of CPD to regional centres, judicial circuits and Law 

Week. 

The Courts Committee, convened by Steven 

Penglis, was involved this year with possibly the 

most important issues it has considered for many 

years.  In particular, the Committee was involved with 

substantial reforms that have occurred, and further 

reforms that are presently being contemplated, 

with respect to the civil practice and procedure 

of the Supreme Court, the District Court and the 

Magistrates Court.

This year representatives of the Committee 

attended meetings with the Federal Court, Supreme 

Court and District Court with respect to various 

proposed amendments to their respective rules. The 

Committee’s primary focus in the short-term will be 

the Magistrate’s Court Act and Rules, in respect of 

which a subcommittee has been formed to prepare 

detailed submissions for consideration.

This year also, the Chief Justice of Western Australia, 

the Hon Wayne Martin, has taken a personal interest 

by attending at least one meeting, at the same time 

making himself available to the Committee to discuss 

any particular matter that may arise to warrant his 

involvement.

The Criminal Law Committee was convened by 

John Prior.  The substantial work of the Committee 

was responding to State Government Bills and 

suggested procedural reforms in the criminal courts.  

Over recent years, the Committee has been proactive 

by suggesting appropriate amendments to criminal 

laws in this State.  The Committee worked closely 

with the Criminal Lawyers Association WA, the 

State and Federal Directors of Public Prosecutions, 

Legal Aid Western Australia, the Aboriginal Legal 

Service of Western Australia and the various Courts 

administering criminal justice in Western Australia.  

The significant matters on which the Committee 

made submissions over the last year included: the 

WALRC Review of the Law of Homicide; the Criminal 

Law and Evidence Amendment Bill 2006; the law 

relating to prosecution of sexual assaults concerning 

children; increased powers for the President of the 

Children’s Court in criminal matters; an ALRC enquiry 

into Client Legal Professional Privilege (through the 

LCA); transcripts for criminal country circuit matters; 

Legal Aid WA’s private practitioners’ fee scale; 

Witness Protection Programs in Western Australia; 

and the Criminal Investigation Bill 2005.

The Education Committee, convened by Gregory 

Boyle, was faced with a difficult market this year 

in view of the uncertainty as to when (mandatory) 

continuing professional development was to be 

introduced.  Despite this, it was a busy year, greatly 

supported by the members of the profession 

who participated, particularly authors of papers 
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and workers on the Education Committee and its 

subcommittees.

This year 22 CLE seminars were held, originating 

from the Corporate Commercial, Conveyancing, 

Commercial Litigation and General Litigation 

Subcommittees; and the Environment Law 

Committee.  Papers were presented by 59 members 

of the profession and 902 members attended the 

seminars. 

Additionally, three Legal Assistants’ Training 

Program courses were held, resulting in 41 students 

graduating.  Forty-one Nationally Accredited 

Family Law Practitioners met their accreditation 

requirements through the Education section of the 

Society.

The Employee Relations Committee, convened 

by Stephen Kemp, reviewed proposed and new 

employment relations legislation and, through Friday 

Facts, kept members informed of developments 

in the law.  The Committee made comment on 

videotaping of proceedings in the Western Australian 

Industrial Relations Commission and assisted in the 

presentation of the Law Office Management Seminar 

on Workplace Relations.  

The Environment, Town Planning & Local 

Government Committee, convened by Denis 

McLeod, reviewed numerous Bills and prepared 

submissions on the draft Local Government (Rules 

of Conduct) Regulations 2007 and the Inquiry 

into the Jurisdiction and Operation of the State 

Administrative Tribunal. The Convenor also attended 

the State Administrative Tribunal’s Development and 

Resources Consultation Forum.

 

The Equal Opportunity Committee, convened by 

Ilse Petersen, did not make any written submissions 

in 2006-2007 but is considering a response to the 

Human Rights Bill 2007 (WA) and the Review of the 

Equal Opportunity Act 1984 (WA).

The Ethics Committee, convened by Michael 

Corboy SC, made recommendations to the Society’s 

Council with respect to the Professional Conduct 

Rules and policy and guidelines relating to practice 

and ethical issues.  In 2006-2007, the Committee 

prepared submissions to the Attorney General on 

the National Model Laws and the proposed Legal 

Profession Bill 2007 regarding statutory authority to 

make professional conduct rules.

The Committee was asked by the Legal Practitioners 

Complaints Committee to consider the introduction 

of a rule to prohibit sexual relationships between a 

practitioner and client.  It also reviewed rules relating 

to conflicts of interests.  Both of these matters were 

still under consideration.

The Committee considered the LCA’s Ethical 

Guidelines for Mediators; the Information Barrier 

Guidelines adopted by the Law Societies of NSW 

and Victoria and a pamphlet issued by the Law 

Society of NSW to assist in dealing with persons with 

mental illness.  It conveyed to the Registrar of the 

Federal Court of Australia that a lawyer’s fiduciary 

duty not to communicate information received in 

confidence within the parameters of a lawyer/client 

relationship could prevent a lawyer from complying 

with the Court’s safety policy.  A response was not 

received from the Federal Court.
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The Intellectual Property Committee, convened 

by Richard McCormack, as a primary focus during 

2006-2007 looked to a broadened base of Committee 

membership to ensure that it had the benefit of the 

views and concerns of all relevant legal, academic 

and commercial interests.  The Committee assisted 

the Council with intellectual property issues and 

monitored changes in statute law in Australia and 

relevant international developments.   It considered 

the effect of intellectual property statutory monopoly 

provisions, in legislation, including:

• Designs Act 2003 (Cth) as enacted on 17 June 

2004;

• Intellectual Property Laws Amendment Bill 2000 

(Cth) 

• 101D of the Patents Act 1990 (Cth),

• The Patents Act, Trade Marks Act 1995 (Cth) Act; 

particularly extension of time provisions and the 

introduction of a claim for additional damages.

Other issues included the consideration of future 

CLE seminars and a possible accreditation system 

for lawyers practising in the area of intellectual 

property.  The Committee was also looking to work 

in conjunction with the Federal Court (especially 

with His Honour Justice French), and also the 

Intellectual Property Society of Australia and New 

Zealand (IPSANZ) to promote awareness of matters 

of interest in the area of intellectual property to the 

legal and patent attorney professions.

The Joint General Conditions for the Sale of 

Land Committee, convened by Gregory Boyle, met 

on a number of occasions to discuss issues that 

had arisen since the last revision in 2002, and to 

determine those Conditions requiring amendment 

or updating.  REIWA approved a number of the 

proposed amendments.  It was anticipated that the 

next revision would issue in late 2008.

The Joint Law Society/Women Lawyers 

Committee, convened by Elizabeth Needham, 

served as a liaison group between the Women 

Lawyers WA and the Law Society.  Members included 

representatives from the Society,  WLWA, WA 

Director of Australian Women Lawyers (AWL), and 

the Young Lawyers Committee.    In 2006-2007, the 

Committee reviewed a number of reports including 

the Chief Justice’s Gender Bias Review Taskforce 

Report for the period 1994 to 2004 and the Chief 

Justice’s Equal Treatment Bench Book.

The Human Rights Committee, convened by Greg 

McIntyre, was initiated as an ad hoc committee by 

a resolution of the Council in March 2006.  Martin 

Flynn was Convenor until his appointment as a 

magistrate.  The Committee was charged with the 

task of preparing a discussion paper for Council, 

on terms of reference, being whether the Society 

should adopt a policy on human rights legislation for 

Western Australia.

The Committee prepared a paper, “Is a Human Rights 

Act a Good Idea for WA?”  The report was adopted 

by the Council at its September 2006 meeting. 

The Insolvency and Reconstruction Committee, 

convened by John Vaughan, was a joint committee 

of the Society and the LCA Business Law Section 

and met monthly throughout the year to deal with 

a national agenda.  The Committee contributed 

to national submissions on the Corporations 

Amendment (Insolvency) Bill 2007 (WA); the 

Corporations and Markets Advisory Committee’s 
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“Long Tail Liabilities” review and “Insolvency Law 

Reform” review; the Attorney-General’s “Personal 

Property Security Review”; the Insolvency & Trustee 

Service Australia’s “Proposals for Changes to 

the Bankruptcy Offences” discussion paper; and 

miscellaneous other minor legislative and court rule 

amendments.

The Committee also contributed to the Society’s review 

of the Miscellaneous Amendments (Bankruptcy) Bill 

2006 (WA).   In addition, the Committee participated 

in the annual national Insolvency & Reconstruction 

Law workshop conducted by the Business Law 

Section - Law Council of Australia.

The LawAsia Committee, convened by Kanaga 

Dharmananda, undertook work directed towards 

the achievement of the same objectives as LawAsia 

(the Law Association for Asia and the Pacific), which 

aimed to protect and maintain the rule of law in the 

region and the independence of the judiciary.  The 

Committee’s task was to advance those objectives 

by work within Western Australia.  The Committee 

was focused on dialogue with visiting academics, 

post-doctoral and doctoral students in relation to 

legal systems and the rule of law, and is presently 

liaising with the Deans of Law Schools at each 

University.    

The Law Office Management Committee, convened 

by Corene Baird, undertook the Law Society 2007 

salary survey for managing partners and held two 

seminars, attracting a total of 97 attendees; the 

‘Incorporation of Law Firms’ and ‘Risk Management 

for Support Staff’.   

The Committee also reviewed and updated the Law 

Office Managers’ Directory and started planning for 

a number of future seminars and events to be held 

in 2007-2008.   

The Magistrates Court Committee was convened 

by Geoff Owen. In July 2007 the Magistrates Court 

Committee merged with the Courts Committee.  In 

May 2006, an extensive submission was made by 

the Magistrates Court Committee to the Attorney 

General regarding practical difficulties with the 

Magistrates Court Rules. The Courts Committee 

formed a subcommittee to further consider and make 

submission in relation to both the Magistrates Court 

Act and Rules.

The Personal Injuries & Workers Compensation 

Committee, convened by Gray Porter, reported 

to Council on personal injuries and workers’ 

compensation issues. A Committee member also 

represented the Society on the LCA Personal Injuries 

Committee.  The principal submission prepared by 

the Committee in 2006-2007 was to the Evaluation 

of the 2005 Workers’ Compensation Legislative 

Reforms.  The Committee also prepared submissions 

to the review of the Workers’ Compensation 

(Legal Practitioners & Registered Agents) Costs 

Determination 2005 (Costs Scale) (the Committee 

considered the Costs Scale to be inadequate) and 

to WorkCover regarding the availability of Approved 

Medical Specialists for interstate workers.  Two 

Committee members were appointed to the Dispute 

Resolution Directorate Rules Committee and 

attended a meeting in May 2007.

The Professional Conduct Committee, convened 

by John Gillett, considered complaints about lawyers 

received by Society from members of the public. 
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The Society endeavours to resolve complaints in a 

conciliatory and informal manner. The Professional 

Conduct Committee can make recommendations 

to resolve a complaint but cannot impose a formal 

sanction against a lawyer.

In 2006-2007, the Society received 17 written 

complaints.  Ten complainants chose to pursue their 

complaint through the Legal Practitioners Complaints 

Committee.  Conciliatory action taken by the Society’s 

Executive Manager Policy & Professional Services 

led to a resolution of six complaints. One complaint 

was referred to the Professional Conduct Committee 

which did not consider the conduct complained of to 

be unprofessional.  

The Professional Liability Committee, convened 

by Justice Ralph Simmonds, was established in 

1998 to assist the Society in preparing a scheme 

under the Professional Standards Act 1997 (WA) 

(the “Act”).  This was a result of a motion passed at 

the Society’s Annual General Meeting of 27 October 

2003, that “the Law Society of Western Australia 

(Inc) apply to the Professional Standards Council 

for approval of the Legal Practitioners’ Limitation of 

Liability Scheme.”

On 14 June 2004 the Society applied to the Professional 

Standards Council (“PSC”) for approval of a scheme.  

Since, the composition of the Professional Standards 

Council has changed and guidelines for the making 

of an application for approval of a scheme have 

been reviewed and extensively amended.  Although 

the Society’s application conformed to the guidelines 

at the time the Society’s application was submitted, 

the Professional Standards Council has advised that 

the application must now be amended to conform to 

the new guidelines.  

The Law Society of Victoria has submitted a scheme 

to the PSC for approval and the Queensland Law 

Society is in the process of finalising an application.  

The CEOs of the various Law Societies around 

Australia have agreed that uniformity between 

schemes is desirable.  To this end, there was regular 

ongoing discussion between the Societies.  The 

benefits of a scheme for the Law Society of Western 

Australia will be reviewed in 2007-2008.

The Property Law Committee, convened by Chris 

Martin, undertook representation on the WA Advisory 

Group of the National Electronic Conveyancing 

System (NECS), as it was in 2006.  Currently, an 

analysis of the adaptability of the Victorian (electronic 

conveyancing) model is undergoing further 

consideration.  The IT area in general continued 

to be an area of activity with members involved in 

various seller disclosure/shared information platform, 

register of interests committees, generally being 

Landgate initiatives.  

The Property Law Committee had strong 

representation on related Landgate/StrataTitles 

committees, the Standing Committee on Amendments 

to the General Conditions for the Sale of Land, 

and the Law Council of Australia.  The Committee 

members on those various bodies regularly reported 

to Committee meetings. 

Following a request from the Society, the Landgate 

“How to do a Search” page on its website was 

changed to include a direct link to the Law Society 

for anyone wishing to pursue advice from a legal 

professional.   The Committee was involved in the 
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Law Council’s project on a best practice “Table of 

Contents” seeking “a harmonious system of Torrens 

Title”. The Committee also contributed to the 

development of a new policy concerning suppression 

of names on the Landgate register.

The Quality Practice Standard Committee was 

convened by Craig Slater.  A total of 178 firms 

were registered for certification through the Quality 

Practice Standard process in 2006-2007. Out of this 

number, 41 firms were accredited with the Quality 

Practice Standard.  Three new firms registered their 

interest in QPS and four firms attended QPS training 

at the Society to prepare for certification.  

Two new firms qualified for QPS certifications, being 

DS Family Law and Leach Legal Pty Ltd (trading 

as Leach Legal).  Fourteen QPS firms achieved 

the significant milestone of having retained their 

accreditation for ten years.

One firm had QPS all-day in-house training and 22 

firms booked to attend a special QPS Seminar on 

‘Making QPS Work for You’ which was held on 19 

October 2006 at the Society.

Recognising the importance of the scheme in the 

preparation of government tenders, the committee 

spent a considerable effort in liaison with the State 

Supply Commission, Department Treasury and 

Finance and other State Government departments 

who were important clients of law firms.  The updating 

of developments in this area to firms accredited 

under the QPS will continue to be a focus for the 

Committee.

Over the years, the Committee has had a number of 

occasions to consider the use of the QPS logo and 

references to the scheme in advertising by accredited 

firms.  On occasion the use of the logo may have 

created an incorrect impression of the meaning 

of accreditation or the scope of the endorsement 

conferred by accreditation.  The Committee reviewed 

the rules relating to advertising.

The Taxation Committee, convened by John 

Hockley, sat as a joint Committee of both the Law 

Society and the Taxation Committee of the LCA.   This 

Committee was active in the consultation process 

concerning changes to taxation law, particularly at 

the State level. Committee member, Mr J. Ilbery is 

the Chairman of a Committee appointed by State 

Treasury to inquire into State taxes. Other members 

of the Taxation Committee were members of a 

Technical Committee assisting the Inquiry into State 

taxes.

The Taxation Committee advised on the rewrite of 

the Stamp Duties Act 1921 and continue to meet 

annually with the Australian Tax Office to discuss 

matters of mutual interest and concern.

Members of the Committee were active in making 

presentations at Continuing Legal Education 

Seminars and in writing articles for Brief  throughout 

the year. 

The Young Lawyers Committee, convened by 

Natalie Wigg, during 2006-2007, organised 11 legal 

education, advocacy and networking events for 1,456 

participants, including the highly successful Golden 

Gavel Competition and the Advocacy Weekend.  

Once again, an Advocacy Workshop Series was 

held in conjunction with the very popular Advocacy 
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Weekend.  The series attracted 36 young lawyer 

participants.  

The 2006 National competition was held, for the first 

time, in Perth and received huge support, with over 

200 attendees.   The Society was instrumental in 

coordinating this event, which was held on Level 31 

Allendale Square Perth.  Other functions organised 

by the YLC in 2006-2007 were:  

• YLC Quiz Night

• Articles Uncut

• Golden Gavel Competition 2007

In 2007, the YLC took over the responsibility for the 

Society’s Sports Committee.

In 2006-2007, the Australian Young Lawyers 

Committee sought to become more involved with 

Law Council.  In December 2006, the Convenor of 

the YLC attended the Law Council Summit and in 

June 2007 attended the Law Council forum.  The 

involvement of young lawyers in Law Council is still 

to be formalised, but it is envisaged that the AYLC 

will have a place at the Law Council either by way 

of a young lawyers section (historical approach) or 

directly, within the sections.

The full reports of Committee Convenors have been 

published on the Society’s members-only website at 

www.lawsocietywa.asn.au.
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Public Interest Law Clearing House 
and Shopfront Lawyer 

The Society’s Law Access Public Interest Law 

Clearing House (PILCH) encompasses a number of 

community programs.  The Shopfront Lawyer saw 

2,855 clients during the reporting period, averaging 

13 consultations a day and, where appropriate, 

referred clients to the profession. Law Access and the 

Society responded to approximately 7,500 requests 

for referrals to firms each year.  Each enquirer was 

provided with the names of three firms from a rotating 

database of participating firms.

Law Access (PILCH) also coordinates referrals of 

clients to pro bono lawyers.  In 2006-2007, it received 

46 applications and five applications are waiting to 

be evaluated.  Thirteen (32%) were referred from 

evaluated applications.  Nine were taken up (22%).  

PILCH also administers the Commonwealth’s 

Refugee Review Tribunal referral pilot program.

The Francis Burt Law Education 
Centre (FBLEC)

Francis Burt Law Education Centre operations 

are supervised by the Committee of Management 

chaired by Zelinda Bafile (Deputy Chair is the Hon 

Justice Ralph Simmonds) and supported by the 

Board of Trustees chaired by the Chief Justice of 

Western Australia, the Hon Wayne Martin (Deputy 

Chair is the Hon Justice Robert Nicholson AO).

Museum 

The two Centres, one located at the prison precinct 

at Fremantle and the other at the Old Court House 

Museum in Perth, had a combined total of 6,816 

visits from students, teachers and the public during 

the year.   There were 1,425 visitors to the Old 

Perth Court House who were not participants in an 

organised education program.  

School students benefit from the Mock Trial 

Competition and school visits to the Centre. The 

latter entail re-enactments of historical and fictional 

trials in the Court House Museum (Perth) and at the 

Fremantle Prison Precinct.  Participants also visit the 

Supreme Court or the Fremantle Justice Complex 

where they view a court in session and participate 

in activities to enhance their understanding of court 

protocol, personnel and procedure.  

In 2007, the museum hosted an afternoon tea to 

celebrate the 80th Anniversary of the Law Society 

and the 170th Anniversary of the Court House 

Museum.

The FBLEC’s program continues to be supported 

by: 

• The Public Purposes Trust: funds the salaries of 

one full time Education Services Coordinator

• Department of Education and Training of Western 

Community Services

Old Court House
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Australia:  funds the salaries of one full-time teacher 

seconded to FBLEC

• Department of Attorney General:  funds the Mock 

Trial Competition

• A bequest from Ms Leah J Cohen:  funds the Oral 

Histories Project.

Outcomes Based Education

Education Officers have continued to map the Centre’s 

existing education programs to the Department of 

Education’s Curriculum Framework including the new 

statements of learning which must be embedded in 

all State Curricula in order for the States to qualify for 

Commonwealth Government funding.   New teacher 

resources have been prepared for visiting Year 11 

and 12 Political and Legal Studies, Law, ESL and 

Education Support students.

The Centre’s pre-visit and post-visit resource 

materials for teachers have been placed on the Law 

Society’s website.   In 2006 the FBLEC website was 

adapted to enable online Law Week activities and 

Mock Trial registration.  All other relevant Mock Trial 

information, including competition rules, dates and 

finals rounds have been listed on the website. 

Evaluating FBLEC’s Educational 
Program

The Centre continually aims to increase the use of 

its services and programs by the Western Australian 

schools and general community.  To this end, a tour 

feedback questionnaire was prepared and presented 

to users of FBLEC. Data was collected and analysed 

for the twelve-month period ending June 2007.  

From the analysis it is pleasing to note that visitors 

indicated a high to very high satisfaction rating with 

the service provided by the Centre.  These were as 

follows:

Quality of the program       96% 

Value for money                           98%

Usefulness of the scripts and props               88%

Enhanced understanding of the court process            87%

Relevance of presentation to 

Curriculum Frameworks                                              97% 

Presentation helped achieve Outcomes-based 

Education                                           93%

PERTH AND FREMANTLE TEACHERS AND 
STUDENTS 1 JULY 2007 TO 30 JUNE 2007
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Other FBLEC Activities

The Centre is involved in many diversified activities:

• In June 2007, in conjunction with Youth Legal 

Service, it  introduced a new Professional 

Development Day entitled ‘Handling Hassles’ at the 

Fremantle Justice Complex.  

• In September 2006, the Centre ran a Professional 

Development Day for Educators focused on the role 

of the Children’s Court and issues involving juveniles 

and the justice system. 

• Two ECU Education students completed a two-

week community practicum at FBLEC in September 

2006.  

• The Centre has undertaken to provide guided tours 

of the Supreme Court for UWA and Notre Dame 

University Law students.  

• In March, 2007, the UWA Legal Anthropology 

students took part in the group visit program.  

• University of Notre Dame Australia Law students 

are required to complete 20 hours compulsory 

community service as part of their Ethics Course.  

Three first-year Notre Dame Law students and 

one UWA third-year Law student chose to do their 

community service assisting the Education Officers 

at the Centre.  

• In the past twelve months the Centre’s Oral History 

Program has obtained histories from The Hon John 

Toohey, The Hon John Wickham, The Hon John 

Clifton and the Hon Des Heenan.  

Mock Trials �006

The year 2006 marked the twentieth anniversary of 

Mock Trials for Western Australia. 

The 2006 Mock Trial Competition, sponsored by the 

Department of the Attorney General and Murdoch 

University, attracted 700 students from 43 schools 

participating in 71 teams.  The Mock Trials involved 

70 coaches and judges from the profession.  

During 2007, 50 schools participated, making up 

80 teams.  One hundred practitioners volunteered, 

along with numerous law students from Murdoch 

University, the University of Western Australia and 

the University of Notre Dame Australia

The 2006 Grant Final, held on 26 September 2006 

at the Supreme Court, was adjudicated by the Chief 

Justice of Western Australia, the Hon Wayne Martin.  

Mercedes College was the winning school and 

Shenton College was runner up.

Law Week �007

The theme of Law Week 2007, held 
from 7 to 11 May, was “Lawyers 
Serving the Community”.
 

Opening Ceremony

The Chief Justice of Western Australia, the Hon 

Wayne Martin, officially opened Law Week 2007 

at a ceremonial sitting of the Supreme Court of 

Western Australia, with an address on the State of 

the Judicature in WA.  This was the first time Law 

Week has included an Opening Ceremony and the 

Society hopes it will become a permanent fixture of 

the Law Week calendar.
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Church Service

The traditional church service was held at the Trinity 
Uniting Church in Perth.  

Sir Ronald Wilson Lecture

This year’s lecture was presented by The Honourable 
Ron Merkel QC, who recently retired from the Federal 
Court.  He delivered the 50th Sir Ronald Wilson 
Lecture, “The Death of Legal Principle” discussing 
the escalating tensions between political agenda 
and eroding legal principles.  

Free Legal Advice Service

Free legal advice was offered by the Fremantle 
Community Legal Centre and several other local law 
firms at the Wool Stores Shopping Centre in Fremantle 
and proved very popular with the community.  More 
than sixty people were given either legal advice or a 
referral.  

Seminars

The Community was able to gain knowledge on 
a range of issues from the Corruption and Crime 
Commission’s powers and functions to Enduring 
Powers of Attorney, Information on Wills and the 
working aspects of Australia’s immigration policy.  
The Wills seminar conducted by the Citizens Advice 

Bureau was delivered to a capacity audience.  

Over 70 community members took the opportunity to 
debate the proposal for a Human Rights Bill for WA 
at a forum hosted by the Human Rights Committee, 
at which the Attorney General the Hon Jim McGinty 
MLA was a guest speaker.

School Visits

During Law Week, members of the profession 
volunteered to visit primary and secondary schools 
to talk to students about the law.  Various scenarios 
were presented to stimulate discussion.  In 2007, 
over 30 volunteer lawyers visited in excess of 1,500 
students in high schools and primary schools in 
the metropolitan and country areas. The scenarios 
presented to the students were sponsored by the 
Youth Legal Service Inc to educate students about 
their legal rights and responsibilities.  Scenario 
topics this year included bullying assault, theft, public 
transport, alcohol and drugs, graffiti and driving 
offences.

Quiz Night

A Quiz Night was held at the Royal Perth Yacht Club, 
where the Chief Justice, the Hon Wayne Martin, 
acted as Quiz Master.  Over 136 people participated.  
The College of Law sponsored the evening with 
proceeds going to the Chief Justice’s Youth Appeal.

General

Other Law Week events included an Inter-firm Blood 
Challenge, the Youth Civics Leadership Day, the 
University Challenge Moot and the ever-popular 
Fun Run and Walk and Sundowner.  The President 
and other Society members participated in radio 
programs and interviews.

This reporting year marked twenty years of 
sponsorship from BankWest, which has always been 

a great supporter of Law Week.
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There were a total of 55 reports and submissions 

made to various external bodies, government 

agencies and the Law Council of Australia.  These 

reports arose from projects undertaken during the 

year, a number of projects emanating from previous 

years and also from initiatives of the Society’s 

Committees.    Major submissions included:
• A Human Rights Bill for Western Australia (two reports)
• Settlement Agents – Conflict of Interest
• National Representation of the Legal Profession – The 
Future
• Inquiry into Witness Protection Programs in Western 
Australia
• Criminal Law Reform Package (Criminal Investigations 
Bill 2005) (two reports)
• National Model Laws – Review of the Legal Practice Act 
2003  (two reports)
• Parole and Sentencing Legislation (Amendment) Bill 
2006
• Legal Practitioners (Magistrates Court) (Civil 
Jurisdiction) Determination (Number 2) 2005 and Legal 
Practitioners (Magistrates Court) (Criminal Jurisdiction) 
Determination 2005
• Environmental Protection Act 1986 – Environmental 
Appeals
• Restricted Practice Conditions – Legal Practice Board
• State Tax Review Interim Report
• Disclosure of Evidence
• Review Delivery of Services for Enforcement of Court 
Processes
• Litigation Funding in Australia
• Supreme Court Rules – Order 24A Rule 10(4); Order 
29A Rule 2) (two reports)
• Federal Costs Assessment Scheme
• Information Privacy Bill – Confidential
• Legal Practitioners (Public Notaries) Determination 
2004
• Legal Practitioners (Official Prosecutions) (Defendants’ 
Costs) Determination 2004
• Liquor and Gaming Legislation Amendment Bill 2006
• Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000
• Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Bill 2006  (two 
reports)
• Sentencing Powers of Children’s Court Magistrates 
(Children’s Court of Western Australia Act 1988)
• Judicial Review Bill 2006 – Confidential

• Miscellaneous Amendments (Bankruptcy) Bill 2006
• Prostitution Law Reform
• Inquiry into Older People and the Law
• Liquor & Gaming Legislation Amendment Bill 2006
• State Administrative Tribunal Fees Review
• Restraining Orders Act 1997
• Evaluation of the 2005 Workers’ Compensation 
Legislative Reforms
• Recognition of Cultural Factors in Sentencing
• Magistrates Court documents - solicitors’ reference 
details
• Disciplinary Reform for Legal Practitioners in Western 
Australia
• Draft Legal Profession Bill 2007  - Confidential (two 
reports)
• Victim Impact Statements - Acts Amendment (Justice) 
Bill 2006
• Practitioner and Client Costs in the Family Court of 
Australia
• Approved Medical Specialists
• Admission to practise in Australia of overseas qualified 
lawyers - SCAG (Foreign Lawyers) (two reports) 
• Police Complaints Process - Aboriginal Legal Service
• Legal Practitioners (Solicitors Costs) Determination 
2005 and Legal practitioners (Solicitors Non-Contentious 
Probate Costs) Determination 2005
• Green Bill – for a new Associations Incorporation Act
• Transcript of Criminal Trials
• General Conditions for the Sale of Vacant Land
• Workers’ Compensation (Legal Practitioners and 
Registered Agents) Costs Report and Determination 
2005
• Supreme Court Practice Direction No 4 (Commercial 
and Managed Cases)
• Draft Revenue Ruling: Stamp Duty (Transfer under 
Agency Relationship where Transferee on subsequent 
Transfer differs from Purchases named on contract)
• Local Government (Rules of Conduct) Regulations 2007
• ALRC Issues Paper on Client Legal Privilege and 
Federal Investigatory Bodies (significant contribution to 
LCA comment)

The Society is grateful to all Committee members 

who contribute to policy development and provide 

thousands of hours of volunteer work.  Without 

the voluntary contribution of so many, it would be 

impossible for the Society to meet its objectives.

Submissions
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 The Society nominated members to represent the profession on the following external boards and committees:

• Medical Radiation Technologists Registration Board of WA

• Dental Board of Western Australia

• State Records Commission Advisory Committee

• Medical Board of Western Australia

• Confidentiality of Health Information Committee

• LCA Environment and Planning Law Group

• Articles Training Program Advisory Committee

• Psychologists Registration Board

• LCA National Criminal Law Committee

• LCA Migration Agents Working Group

• Land Valuers Licensing Board

• Pharmacists Registration Board of WA

• General Gumala Foundation

• Pharmacists Registration Board of WA

• WA Reproductive Technology Council

• State Revenue Liaison Committee

• Australian Academy of Law

Following a request from the Department of Health, the Society also nominated members for a number of new 

Boards, as follows:

• Chiropractors Registration Board 

• Occupational Therapists Registration Board 

• Optometrist Registration Board 

• Osteopaths Registration Board 

• Physiotherapists Registration Board 

• Podiatrists Registration Board 

• Psychologist Registration Board 

• Nurses and Midwives Registration Board of WA

 

Nominations to external boards
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LAW SOCIETY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC

ANNUAL REPORT 2006 – 2007

Financial Statements

for the year ended

30 June 2007

To view the Law Society of Western Australia’s Financial Statements for the year 
ended 30 June 2007, please visit the Society’s website 

at www.lawsocietwa.asn.au
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Law Society of  Western Australia Inc

ABN 41 434 516 549

Postal Address:

PO Box Z5345
St George’s Terrace

Perth   WA  6831

Location:

Level Four
89 St George’s Terrace
Perth, Western Australia

Telephone:

08 9322 7877

Facsimile:

08 9322 7899

Email:

info@lawsocietywa.asn.au

Website:

http://www.lawsocietywa.asn.au


	About this Annual Report
	President’s Report
	Law Society Council 2006
	Law Society Council 2007
	Executive Director’s Report
	Governance
	Committees
	Community Services
	Submissions
	Nominations to external boards



