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About this Annual Report
This Annual Report contains financial information for the year ended 30 June 2006. In relation to nonfinancial information, it reports on some matters that have taken place since 30 June 2006.
Key objectives
The key objectives of the Society's two year
Strategic Plan for 2005 - 2006 were to:
l Maximise membership
profession.

across

the

l Provide efficient and effective services to
members.

l Enhance the image of the legal profession.
l Improve professional standards
entrench high ethical standards.

and

l Enable lawyers to deliver economic and
effective legal services.
l Promote access to justice.

l Promote mutual respect, communication,
cordial intercourse and charity among the
profession.

l Preserve and promote the Rule of Law and
participate in ongoing law reform.

Number of members

2,432 (6.1% increase)

Accumulated net assets

$2,243,511

Budget Surplus

$161,960

Number of committees

51

Submissions to external bodies

69

Visits to Society Web site

72,084 (31% increase)

Educational events

88 seminars (4,084 attendees)

Collegiality functions

9 (1,114 attendees)

Shop-front lawyer consultations

2,975

Total visitors to FBLEC

7,781

Schools in Mock Trial Competitions 43 (700 students/75 judges and coaches)
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Highlights for 2005-2006

Law Society Council 2005

Council elections are held annually. The President, two Vice Presidents, Country Member and two
Junior members are elected for a one year term. Ordinary members are elected for two year
terms unless elected to fill vacancies. The Articled Clerk representative is appointed by the
Council.
Executive
Celia Searle

President

Wayne Martin QC

Senior Vice President

Maria Saraceni

Vice President

Dudley Stow

Treasurer

Ordinary Members
Richard Bayly
Michael Cashman

Casual Vacancy (replaced His Honour Judge Philip McCann)

Catherine Crawford
Kanaga Dharmananda
David Garnsworthy
Steven Penglis
Hylton Quail
Natalie Redman
Shane Sirett

Casual Vacancy (replaced Maria Saraceni, appointed as Vice
President)

Janette Tavelli
Simon Watters
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Ian Weldon

Immediate Past President

Country Member
Carmel McKenzie
Junior Members
Tim O'Leary
Richard Stapley-Oh
Articled Clerk Representative
Julia Windsor
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Law Society Council 2006
Executive
Wayne Martin QC

President 1 January - 4 April 2006 (Appointed Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of Western Australia)

Dudley Stow

President 4 April 2006 - 28 April 2006

Maria Saraceni

President from 28 April 2006

Dudley Stow

Senior Vice President - 1 January - 4 April 2006 and from 28 April
2006

Hylton Quail

Vice President from 28 April 2006

Kevin Edwards

Treasurer

Ordinary Members
Ken Bates

Casual vacancy (replaced Hylton Quail, appointed Vice President)

Catherine Crawford

Ordinary member until July 2006 (appointed a Magistrate)

Judith Fordham
David Garnsworthy
Pamela Hass
Denis McLeod
Timothy O'Leary
Steven Penglis
John Prior
Natalie Redman
Shane Sirett

Casual vacancy (replaced Catherine Crawford)

Simon Watters
Immediate Past President

Country Member
Carmel McKenzie
Junior Members
Katherine Parnell
Richard Stapley-Oh
Articled Clerk Representative
Dr Eric Heenan
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Celia Searle

Law Society Council 2006

Summary of changes to composition of Council and Executive Office Bearers in 2006 calendar year
President
Wayne Martin

1 January 2006 to 4 April 2006

Dudley Stow

4 April 2006 to 28 April 2006

Maria Saraceni

from 28 April 2006

Vice President
Dudley Stow

Senior Vice President 1 January 2006 to 4 April 2006

Maria Saraceni

Vice President from 1 January 2006 to 4 April 2006
Senior Vice President 4 April 2006 to 28 April 2006
Office vacant from 4 April 2006 to 28 April 2006
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Ordinary member casual vacancies
Ken Bates

Ordinary member replacing Hylton Quail from 28 April 2006

Shane Sirett

Ordinary member replacing Catherine Crawford from 3 July 2006
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Constitutional Objects
Objects Of The Law Society Of Western Australia
The objects of the Society are as follows.
(a)

To advance the study of jurisprudence.

(b)

To promote the administration of justice.

(c)

To promote the development and improvement of law throughout the State of Western
Australia.

(d)

To support and protect the character and status and promote the interest of the Legal
Profession and Legal Practitioners generally in Western Australia.

(e)

To promote honourable practice, to repress malpractice, to mediate disputed points of
practice and to consider questions of professional usage or courtesy between or among
Legal Practitioners.

(f)

To consider all questions affecting the interests of the Legal Profession in Western
Australia.

(g)

To uphold the honour of the Legal Profession and encourage cordial relations amongst
members of the Legal Profession.

(h)

To encourage the study of law.

(i)

To give prizes or other rewards or distinctions to encourage the study of law.

(j)

To promote and disseminate continuing legal education and information on legal subjects.

(k)

To provide for the relief of distressed and deserving Legal Practitioners and their families
and to make disbursements for them out of the general funds of the Society and to
establish for such purpose any special funds and to make disbursements from them as the
Society from time to time thinks fit.

(l)

To undertake commercial activities.

(m)

To establish, own, support and assist in the establishment and support of any trust,
the objects of the Society and to act as trustee and manager or one of the trustees and
managers of any such trust, association fund, institution or body.

(m)

To seek, receive and disseminate information which may be of interest to the Legal
Profession.

(o)

To establish, maintain and manage a legal museum or museums and to maintain historical
records and things of interest.

(p)

To establish, maintain and manage such legal assistance schemes, legal advice bureaus
and other forms of legal assistance for the benefit of the public generally or of any section
of the public, and with or without restrictions as to the eligibility for advice and assistance,
as the Society from time to time thinks fit.

(q)

To settle, adopt and promote usage by Legal Practitioners of general conditions or forms

(r)

relating to the sale and disposition of, or other dealings in, property.
Undertake any other acts or functions devolved to the Society under written law or law of
the Commonwealth.
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association fund, institution or body where to do so would assist in the attainment of any of

President’s Report
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This year has been full of
surprises for me, most of them
highs!
My first surprise was the
unexpected elevation to the
office of President of the Law
Society on 28 April 2006
following the much-heralded
appointment of the Society's
elected President, Wayne Martin
QC, to the position of Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of
Western Australia.
This was
followed by my first public
speech as President, which was
to welcome him as Chief Justice.
There were many such speeches,
given the number of
appointments to the various
Courts operating in this State.
Pleasingly, a fair few were from
the amalgam. I also gave the
welcome for Her Honour Justice
Crennan, when the High Court
sat in Perth in late October, and
was lucky to be in the presence
of Major Mori (David Hicks'
military lawyer) to hear his
passionate presentation and
plea for justice on behalf of his
client.
H o w e v e r, s o m e s u r p r i s e s
brought no pleasure to me or the
Society, with the departure of,
among others, Alison Gaines,
Andrew Mawby and Michael Cole.
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All have moved to new
challenges and I take this
opportunity to thank each of
them for their dedication and
loyalty to the Society and all that
it stands for.
However, as the saying goes,
every cloud has a silver lining
and, following those departures,
the Society welcomed new staff,
including David Price as
Executive Director and Vilma
Ierace as Finance Manager.
They have adjusted well to the
legal profession after having
worked in the local government
sector.
As members would appreciate,
the Society can only undertake
its tasks (in accordance with its
strategic plan and as set out in
the Constitution) with the help of
the hardworking staff of the
Society, members who volunteer
their time and expertise on the
various committees of the
society and the elected Council
members. I thank each of them.

Maria Saraceni
President
6 December 2006

Executive Director’s Report

Financial
The financial affairs of the Society
remain positive, with a surplus of
$161,960 in 2005/2006, with the
Society holding accumulated net
assets of $2,243,511 with
$1,705,671 in cash reserves.
The Society paid a capitation fee
of $129,038.84 to the LCA.
The charts below reflect the
income and expenditure for the
Society in 2005/2006.
Members
Membership increased by 6.1%
compared to 2004/2005 with the
number of members across all
categories totalling 2432. Council
approved an overall 5% increase

across all categories of
membership fees for 2006/2007
to meet the increasing costs
associated with the successful
operation of the Society.
Operations
The report provides details of the
many activities which were
undertaken across each area of
the Society in 2005/2006 and I
invite you to take the time to read
it.
The Future
The Society is in a very interesting
and challenging period of its
history with a number of internal
and external issues which will no
doubt influence our future. For
example the push for a more
nationalised system with the
National Model Bill, the continued
debate with regard to the role of
the Law Council of Australia, the
proposed introduction of a new
Legal Practice Act for Western
Australia and the proposed
introduction of mandatory legal
professional development.

Income by Department 2005/2006

Membership
Services
9%

Policy &
Professional
9%

Continuing Legal
Education
9%

LawAccess
10%
Francis Burt Law
Education Centre
7%
Corporate Services
19%

Membership
37%
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The 2005/2006 financial year has
been a period of change for the
Law Society of Western Australia
with the departure of the former
Executive Director, Alison Gaines
in January 2006 and the
resignation of Wayne Martin QC
as President in April 2006 to take
up the position of Chief Justice.

Executive Director’s Report
The Future (cont)
As a membership based
organisation our focus must
clearly be on the things that are
important to our members, and
over the next twelve months a
number of initiatives will be
considered and
where appropriate
introduced to
maintain this focus.
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W e
h a v e
c o m m e n c e d
evaluating our
internal practices to
look for ways we
can do things more
efficiently and
effectively to
ensure that members get “good
value”. This will continue to be a
focus of 2006/2007 and I look
forward to reporting on some of
the changes introduced in next
year's annual report.
Acknowledgments
On behalf of staff I would like to
thank the President, Council,
Executive and the many members
who participated on Committees
during the period of this annual
report for their support and very
important and valued
contribution.

I would also like to acknowledge
Alison Gaines’ involvement in the
achievements reflected in this
report for the first half of
2005/2006 and Andrew Mawby
and Michael Cole who shared the
role of Acting Executive Director

during the period between Alison's
departure and me commencing at
the end of this financial year.

Finally, it should not be forgotten
that all of this is not possible
without a team approach, and part
of the Law Society team is its staff.
I thank them for their
commitment, dedication and
work.

David Price
Executive Director
6 December 2006
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Operational Report

Council
The Society's Council of 20 members met
15 times during 2005-2006.
The 2005 Annual General Meeting was held
on 24 October 2005.
An Extraordinary General Meeting was held
on 7 March 2006.
Following the
announcement of the results of the 2006
Council elections, query was raised as to the
validity of the ballot. In response, opinion
was obtained from Queens Counsel. The
electorate had been asked to vote for nine
candidates in the category of Ordinary
Member of Council.
Queens Counsel's
opinion was that at the time of the ballot
only seven vacancies existed as the two
additional vacancies were not formally
created until after the commencement of
the election process.
The election of
Ordinary Members for the 2006 Council was
therefore invalid.
On 16 January 2006, a meeting was held of
those Council members whose election was
not in dispute. At that meeting it was
resolved to:
(a) exercise the powers conferred upon the
Council pursuant to clause 49(c) of the
Constitution of the Society to appoint to the
vacancies created by the invalidity of the
poll, those persons who would have been
elected if a valid poll for nine vacant
positions had been held; and

(b) to convene as soon as possible an
Extraordinary General Meeting of the
Society to amend the Constitution to put
beyond doubt the power of Council to
appoint members to the vacant positions.
At the Extraordinary General Meeting held
on 7 March 2006 a motion to amend the
Constitution was carried. At a meeting of
the Council on 28 April 2006, Councillors
were appointed to fill the vacancies that
resulted from the invalidity of the 2006
election of Ordinary members.
At the same meeting, Mr Dudley Stow who,
as Senior Vice President, had succeeded
Wayne Martin QC as President, resigned
from the office of President. Following Mr
Stow's written resignation as President, the
following appointments were made:
1. Maria Saraceni as President until 31
December 2006.
2. Hylton Quail as Vice President until 31
December 2006.
3. Dudley Stow as Ordinary Member to fill
one of the casual vacancies and thereafter
as Vice President until 31 December 2006.
4. Kenneth Bates as Ordinary Member to fill
the second casual vacancy until 31
December 2006.
Executive
The Executive, consisting of the President,
Senior Vice President, Vice President,
Treasurer and co-opted Council member
met 19 times during the year.
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Governance

Annual Report 2 00 5 - 2006

Operational Report
Executive Meetings

Management Changes

The Executive hosted 36 Executive
Meetings with decision-makers including:
the Premier, the Hon Alan Carpenter MLA
and the WA Attorney General, the Hon Jim
McGinty MLA (in November 2005 and May
2006); the Solicitor-General, Robert
Meadows QC; the Judges of the Supreme
Court of WA; the Judges of the Family Court
of WA; the President of the Children's Court
of WA; the Chief Magistrate, Steven Heath;
the Judges of the Federal Court; the Hon
Phillip Ruddock, Federal Attorney General;
the Hon Nicola Roxon, Federal Shadow
Attorney-General; the Federal Minister for
Justice and Customs, the Hon Senator Chris
Ellison; the Country Lawyers Committee,
Director of Public Prosecutions and the Chief
Judge of the District Court, Her Honour
Judge Antoinette Kennedy; the Law Reform
Commission of Western Australia (in August
2005 and May 2006); the WA Industrial
Relations Commission; the Hon John
Kobelke MLA; the Director-General
Department of Justice, Mr Ray Warnes; the
Deans of the Law Schools; the then Minister
for Justice, the Hon John D'Orazio MLA; the
Parliamentary Greens Party WA (November
2005 and May 2006); the Inspector General
of Taxation, David Vos AM; Legal Aid WA;
FLPA; the Hon Chief Justice, Wayne Martin;
the WA Bar Association; Women Lawyers of
WA and the Legal Practice Board of Western
Australia.

In January 2006, the then Executive
Director, Alison Gaines, tendered her
resignation after serving in the position for
over nine years. Ms Gaines' resignation
took effect from 27 February 2006. For the
remainder of the financial year, her duties
were shared by the Manager Community
Services, Michael Cole and the Manager
Corporate Services, Andrew Mawby.
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Mr David Price was appointed to replace Ms
Gaines as Executive Director from 3 July
2006.
Committees
At 30 June 2006, there were:
51 Society committees; and,
530 Society members participating in
these committees.
In the last year, more than 367 committees
meetings were held within the Society,
supported by Society staff.
Many of the Committees are policy
committees that deal with references for
comment from outside organisations and
initiate comment on various legal and
practice issues as and when they arise.
The full reports of Committee Convenors
have been published on the Society's
members-only website at
www.lawsocietywa.asn.au.

Operational Report

The Aboriginal Peoples and the Law
Committee, convened by David MacLean,
undertook the enormous task of considering
and drafting submissions on 15 background
papers issued by the WA Law Reform
Commission on Aboriginal Customary Law.
The WALRC's Final Report was released in
October 2006.
The Commercial Law Committee, convened
by Rachel Webber, monitored developments
in relation to a number of areas including
stamp duty on changes to partnership
interests, independent solicitor's
certificates, reverse mortgages, a proposed
review of the Associations Incorporation Act
1987 and the Limited Partnerships Act 1909
and the decision in ASIC v. Chemeq Limited.
The Committee also reviewed sections of
the “Guide to Setting Up and Selling a Law
Practice in WA”, the original draft of which
was prepared by Committee member, David
Davidson.
The Costs Committee, convened by Stewart
Forbes, made detailed submissions in
relation to the scale of costs for the Supreme
Court resulting in the Legal Practitioners
(Supreme Court) (Contentious Business)
Report and Determination 2006, which
came into effect on 1 July 2006. The Legal
Costs Committee accepted virtually all
aspects of the Society's submission.

A considerable amount of time and effort
was spent reviewing and providing
submissions in relation to the National Model
Laws. The Committee also liaised with the
Personal Injuries Committee in relation to
costs in the new workers' compensation
regime, considered the form and content of
solicitor/client bills of costs, costs
disclosure, the Society's costs agreement kit
and the costs sections of the Society's
“Guide to Setting Up and Selling a Law
Practice in WA.”
The Criminal Law Committee, convened by
John Prior, had a particularly busy year, with
a consistently heavy workload. Not only has
the Committee made submissions on State
and Federal Government legislative
amendments, but has also participated in
areas of procedural law reform in the
criminal law jurisdiction.
The Criminal Law Committee members were
also proactive in the community, meeting in
consultation with select authorities,
consultation bodies, Department heads,
heads of Courts and other interested parties
to discuss issues concerning criminal law in
this State.
Submissions included comment on the
Criminal Investigation Bill of Western
Australia; the Commonwealth Attorney
General's Review of the Proceeds of Crime
Act 2002; the Parole and Sentencing
Legislation Amendment Act; the WA
Criminal Code, Section 570F, (Video
Recorded Interviews and their use in the
Magistrates Court); amendments to the

13
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The following is a summary of the many
issues considered by the policy committees
during 2005-2006.

Operational Report
Road Traffic Act 1974 (Drug Impaired
Driving offences); a response to the Law
Reform Commission of Western Australia on
its issues paper on the Review of the Law of
Homicide; the Corruption and Crime
Commission Act 2003 and the Terrorism
(Extraordinary Powers) Bill 2005 of Western
Australia.
The Ethics Committee, convened by Michael
Corboy SC, contributed to the review of the
Professional Conduct Rules the latest
revision of which was issued in December
2005 and considered, in particular:

Annual Report 2 00 5 - 2006

A proposal by the now Chief Justice to
amen d Ru l e 4 t o r es t r i c t t h e
circumstances in which practitioners
may make statements to the media,
similar to the restriction on barristers
that was agreed to by the WA Bar
Association in February 2006. It was the
Committee's view that amendment to
Rule 4 was unnecessary.

A proposal by the Legal Practitioners
Complaints Committee that a
professional conduct rule be introduced
to prohibit sexual relationships between
a practitioner and client. This proposal
is still under consideration.
The Committee continues to work on the
preparation of Ethical and Practice
Guidelines for Practitioners.
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The Environment, Town Planning and Local
Government Committee, convened by Denis
McLeod, prepared submissions including the
desirability that environmental appeals be
directed to the SAT rather than the Minister,
and in relation to the Planning and
Development Act.
The Committee also assisted in two CLE
Seminars and liaised with the Law Council's
Environment and Planning Law Group.
The Equal Opportunity Committee ,
convened by Ilse Petersen is considering the
issue of bullying in the workplace.
The Employee Relations Committee ,
convened by Stephen Kemp, reviewed
proposed and new legislation, including a
draft of the “Work Choices” amendments to
the Workplace Relations Act (Cth), with a
view to determining whether to make
submissions on behalf of the Society and
also to keep members informed of
developments in the law through Friday
Facts.
Members of the Committee have assisted
with drafting of those sections of the Law
Society's 'Guide to Setting Up or Selling a
Law Practice in Western Australia'
concerning employees.
The Committee worked on a proposal for a
seminar on the “Work Choices” legislation
that was subsequently presented by the Law
Society.

Operational Report

In the course of the year, Maria Saraceni
retired as Convenor of the Committee owing
to her extensive workload as President of
the Society, but remains a member of the
Committee.
The Committee wishes to
express its thanks to Maria for her immense
contribution whilst she was Convenor.
The Human Rights Committee , now
convened by Greg McIntyre SC, was
initiated by a resolution of the Council on 13
March 2006. (Martin Flynn was Convenor
until his recent Magisterial appointment).
The Committee was charged with the task
of considering whether the Society should
adopt a policy on human rights legislation
for Western Australia.
An Issues paper, “Is A Human Rights Act a
Good Idea for WA?” was adopted by the
Council at its September 2006 meeting. The
Issues Paper has been made available to the
Attorney General and is published on the
Society's website.
The Insolvency and Reconstruction
Committee, a joint committee of the
Society and Law Council of Australia,
convened by John Vaughan, met monthly
throughout the year to deal with a national
agenda.
It contributed to national
submissions and reviews as to: proposed
amendments to insolvency laws under the
Corporations Act 2001, ie the Corporations
Amendment (Insolvency) Bill (2006);

CAMAC's “Long Tail Liabilities” review; the
Attorney-General's “Personal Property
Security Review” discussion paper; a review
of Litigation Funding regulation and issues;
and miscellaneous other minor legislative
amendments. In addition, the Committee
participated in the annual national workshop
conducted by the Law Council of Australia.
The Intellectual Property Committee ,
c o nve n e d b y R i c h a r d M c C o r m a c k ,
commented on the Copyright Collecting
Societies Code of Conduct and contributed
sound bites to Brief on Changes to the
treatment of intellectual property under the
International Accounting Standards and The
rise and fall of MOD chipping. The
Committee also considered various
legislative initiatives which took place during
the course of the year in the field of
Intellectual Property. Earlier in the year an
informal lunch was enjoyed at the Society by
Patent Attorneys and past and present
members of the committee.
Joint Law Society/ Women Lawyers
Committee, convened by Janette Tavelli,
was established as a liaison group between
the Women Lawyers Association and the Law
Society. Members include representatives
from WLWA, Young Lawyers and the Law
Society. Its major role is to identify and
develop areas of common interest. The
Committee receives regular reports from its
representatives members and maintains a
watching brief on the developments, both
State and nationally, including the Gender
Bias Taskforce Group and model briefing
policies.

15
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Committee members also participated in a
lunch with Mr John Kobelke, the then
Minister for Consumer and Employment
Protection and the Society’s Executive.

Operational Report
The Country Practitioners Committee,
convened by Carmel McKenzie, lobbied the
courts to improve the delivery of services to
country lawyers and clients and discussed
with the Society access to professional
development for country members.
The Personal Injuries and Workers'
Compensation Committee, convened by
Gray Porter, made submissions in relation
to:

> Workers' Compensation and Injury
Management Act Regulations 2005;

> Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance)
Amendment Bill 2005 (including
meetings with representatives of ICWA);

> Wo r k e r s '

Compensation costs
determination (in conjunction with the
Costs Committee);

> Advertising by personal injury lawyers
(at the request of the Attorney General
prior to a meeting of the SCAG);

> District Court Civil Trial Preparation
Discussion Paper (in conjunction with the
Society's Courts Committee); and

The Committee is represented on the Joint
Form of General Conditions for the Sale of
Land Committee, the Community Titles
Advisory Group, and regularly meets with
DLI to discuss procedural and technological
changes. It made submissions on the Wills
Amendment Bill 2006, the proposed
Advanced Health Care Directive legislation,
DLI's Business Focussed Amendments to the
Transfer of Land Act, DOCEP'S endeavours
to develop standard clauses for retail leases
(opposed by the Committee) and various
OSR changes (including the difficult
conditional contracts regime).
The General Conditions for the Sale of Land
Committee, convened by Gregory Boyle,
considered issues that had arisen since the
last revision in 2002 and to determine which
of the Conditions required amendment or
updating. A table of proposed amendments
prepared by the Society’s representatives
was discussed with and approved by the
Committee's REIWA representatives. The
drafting of the next revision will commence
in 2007.
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> Litigation trends in WA (at the request of
the Law Council).
The Property Law Committee, convened by
Chris Martin, represented the Society on the
WA Advisory Group of the National
Electronic Conveyancing System (NECS)
initiative, along with representatives of DLI,
the banks, the Office of State Revenue,
settlement agents and the Settlement
Agents Supervisory Board.
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The Taxation Committee is convened by
John Hockley. The Committee considered
changes to taxation law at Federal and State
levels. The Committee was active in the
consultation process at both levels and
particularly in relation to the State Tax
Review. The Committee made a number of
submissions on the issue of stamp duty on
the goodwill of law practices. This matter
will continue to be addressed.

Operational Report
Liaison with the courts and tribunals
The Society meets annually with the heads
of all courts and tribunals to ensure
continuing constructive dialogue about
issues affecting the profession.
The matters in which the Courts
Committee, convened by Steven Penglis,
has been involved this year rate amongst
the most important in which the Committee
has been involved for many years. In
particular, the Committee was involved with
substantial reforms that have occurred, and
further reforms that are presently being
contemplated, with respect to the civil
practice and procedure of the Supreme
Court, the District Court and the
Magistrates Court.

The Magistrates Court Committee is
convened by Geoff Owen. The Magistrates
Court legislation took effect from May 2005.
Shortly after its introduction, a submission
was made to the Attorney General
(Committee and Society representatives
also met with the Attorney) to discuss the
lack of transitional provisions for the costs of
proceedings commenced prior to May 2005
and the many practical difficulties that were
being experienced by practitioners with the
electronic availability of the court's forms.
In May 2006, an extensive submission was
made to the Attorney General regarding
practical difficulties with the Magistrates
Court Rules.

Through the Courts Committee, the Society
is able to have both formal and informal
dialogue with the Federal Court, each of the
State Courts and the State Administrative
Tribunal. For many years, the interaction
between the Committee and the Courts has
not been anywhere near as great as it is
now.
Other matters which have been the subject
of consideration and comment by the
Courts Committee this year include the
State Judicial Review Bill, the operation of
Order 24A of the Supreme Court Rules, the
preparation of a list of solicitors available for
supervision of search orders under the
Federal Court Rules, legal fee funding and
up-lift fees.

There were a total of 69 reports and
submissions made to various external
bodies, government agencies and the Law
Council of Australia. These reports arose
from projects undertaken during the year, a
number of projects emanating from
previous years and also from initiatives of
the Society's committees.
The following were the subject of comment
from the Society:

17
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Society response to public policy issues

Operational Report
>Legal Aid Fees to Lawyers

> Draft WorkCover Costs Scales

> Bill of Rights for Western Australia
> Review of the Law of Homicide

> Draft Workers' Compensation & Injury Management
Amendment Regulations 2005

> Review of Compliance Activities

> Parental Support and Responsibility Bill 2005

> Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages
Interpreter Services in Western Australia

> Mandatory Smoke Alarm Installation

> Wills Amendment Bill 2006

> Centre for Legal Studies and
Certificate in Legal Practice course

> National Model Laws on the Legal Profession
> Reverse Mortgages
> Legal Profession Personal Injury Advertising
> Litigation Funding
> Confidential Relationships Privilege
> Inquiry into the Provisions of the Anti-Terrorism Bill
2005 & (Preventative Detention)

the

Graduate

> Review of technological protection
exceptions defer to LCA (no number)

measures

> Admission to Practice in Australia of Overseas
Qualified Lawyers (Foreign Lawyers)
> PII State Insurers Status for Law Mutual

> Suppression of Names from Land Titles Index

> Review of the Liquor Licensing Act

> Issues and regulatory options for the Western
Australian vehicle rental industry

> Draft Revenue Ruling Legal Professional Privilege

> Criminal Law Reform Package:
Criminal
Investigations Bill; Criminal & Found Property
Disposal Bill; Criminal Investigations
(Consequential Provisions) Bill; 2005
> Civil Trial Preparation Project
> Code of Conduct for Collecting Societies
> Civil Penalties for Australia's Consumer Protection
Provisions
> Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance) Amendment
Bill
> Unauthorised Use of Photographs on the Internet
and Ancillary Privacy Issues
> Proposed amendments to
Acceptance Finance Condition
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> Inquiry into the Criminal Code Amendment
(Trafficking in Persons Offences) Bill 2004

REIWA

Offer

&

> Stamp Duty on Goodwill of Legal Practice

> Business Focussed Amendment to the Transfer of
Land Act
> Aboriginal Customary Law on Papers Nos 4, 7 and 8
> Aboriginal Customary Law on Papers No 15 Model
Clauses for Commercial Leases
Commercial
Tenancy (Retail Shops) Act 1985
> Memo of Understanding on Search and Seizure of
Legal Professional Privilege
> Sentencing of Federal Offenders ALRC Discussion
Paper
> Legal Practitioners (Supreme Court) (Contentious
Business) Determination 2004
>Legal Practitioners (District Court
Appeals)(Contentious Business) Determination
2005
> Advance Health Care
Treatment for the Dying)

Planning

Bill

(Medical

> State Tax Review, Stage One, Stage Two and the
The Right to Sue

> Advocates' Immunity

> Cross Border Justice Legislation Discussion Paper

> Aboriginal Customary Law

> Criminal Law Amendment Bill 2005

> Business Focussed Amendment to the Transfer of
Land Act

> Workers' Compensation Conciliation Proceedings

> Magistrates Court (Civil Proceedings) Rules 2005

> Workers' Compensation Amendment Regulations
(No6)

> Revenue Laws Amendment Bill 2006

> Workers' Compensation Injury Management
Amendment Regs 4, 5 & Specialised

> Review of Retirement Villages Legislation

> Stamp Duty on Conditional Contracts

The Society is grateful to all Committee members who contribute to policy development and provide
thousands of hours of volunteer work. Without the voluntary contribution of so many, it would be
impossible for the Society to meet its objectives.
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Nominations to external boards
The Society nominated members to
represent the profession on the following
external boards and committees:

> Land Valuers Supervisory Board
> WA Reproductive Technology Council

Attorney General invited stakeholders
to comment on the National Model
Laws. The Attorney General indicated
that the Legal Practice Act 2003 could
be repealed and replaced by a new Act
incorporating core provisions of the
National Model Laws. In early 2006, an
ad hoc Committee was established to
coordinate the Society's submission on
aspects of the National Model Laws that
were not in-keeping with Society policy and
not perceived to be in the best interests of
the West Australian legal profession.

> Medical Board of Western Australia
> District

Court
Council (Civil)

Stakeholder

Liaison

> Human Genetics Advisory Committee

Submissions were made by the Society on
those Parts of the National Model Laws
dealing with Trust Accounts, Fidelity Funds,
Costs, and Professional Conduct Rules.

> Legal Aid Commission
> Community Titles Advisory Committee
> Community Legal Centres Stakeholder
Consultative Committee

> Medical

Ra d i a t i o n Tec h n o l o g i s t s
Registration Board of WA

It is anticipated that a draft Bill for Western
Australia's new Act will issue by the end of
2006, for introduction to the Parliament in
early 2007.

> Dental Board of Western Australia
Committee

National Legal Profession
In June 2004, the Standing Committee of
Attorneys General (SCAG) released the
National Model Laws.
The National Model Laws were drafted by
the Law Council of Australia as a model for
uniform legislation for the legal profession
throughout Australia. In late 2005, the
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> State Records Commission Advisory

Operational Report
Continuing Professional Development
Summer School
In February 2006, the Society entered into
a joint venture with the University of
Western Australia Law School and revived
the Summer School which was held at the
University Club. The Keynote Speaker was
the Right Hon Lord Justice Kennedy on “The
Rule of Law and Changes in Human Rights in
the Age of Terror”.

senior cardiologist, Dr Karl O'Callaghan, the
Commissioner of Police, the Hon Justice
Christopher Steytler and ABC political
commentator, Mr Peter Kennedy. Tom Pecy
QC was guest speaker at a dinner on the
Saturday night, and gave an informative
and insightful account of 'The
Beamish/Button Cases.'
Professional Liability
Professional Standards Scheme

Other programs included the regulation of
commerce and public authorities in
Australia and current issues in Australian
civil and criminal litigation.
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Guest speakers included Commissioner
Kevin Hammond, Graeme Samuel ACC,
Senator the Hon Chris Ellison, Minister for
Justice and Customs; Damien Bugg AM QC,
Commonwealth Director of Public
Prosecutions; John North, President of the
Law Council of Australia; Professor Bob Baxt
AO Partner at Freehills; Leigh Warnick,
Partner at Blake Dawson Waldron; and
Andrew Main, journalist with the Australian
Financial Review.
At the Summer School, a cocktail party was
held to honour the Hon John Toohey and
Hon Geoffrey Kennedy, who were the
recipients of the 2006 Beasley awards.
Winter Conference
A winter conference was held at the Cable
Beach Resort in Broome, over the weekend
of 10-11 June 2006. The five sessions
addressed health, education, media and the
law. Speakers included Dr Anne Powell, a
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The Professional Liability Committee was
established in 1998 to assist the Society in
preparing a scheme under the Professional
Standards Act 1997 (WA) (the “Act”). This
was a result of a motion passed at the
Society's Annual General Meeting of 27
October 2003, that “the Law Society of
Western Australia (Inc) apply to the
Professional Standards Council for approval
of the Legal Practitioners' Limitation of
Liability Scheme.”
On 14 June 2004 the Society applied to the
Professional Standards Council (“PSC”) for
approval of a scheme.
Since, the
composition of the Professional Standards
Council has changed and the guidelines for
the making of an application for approval of
a scheme have been reviewed and
extensively amended.
Although the
Society's application conformed to the
guidelines at the time the Society's
application was submitted, the Professional
Standards Council has advised that the
application must now be amended to
conform to the new guidelines. The extent
of the additional information required by the
Professional Standards Council is currently
under consideration.

Operational Report
Articled Clerks

Pro Bono and Legal Aid

The Articled Clerk Recruitment Scheme
Monitoring Committee, convened by Janine
Pritchard, set the 2005 and 2006 dates and
processes for employment offers for
Articles of Clerkship and summer and winter
clerkships.

For many years, the Society's Law Access
Public Interest Law Clearing House (PILCH)
has coordinated the needs of the courts and
clients with the pro bono efforts of the
profession. In 2005-2006:

> Consideration was given to the future of
the Litigation Assistance Fund;

The Committee reviews the operation of the
Scheme each year to consider whether
changes to the Scheme are required and to
propose the recruitment dates from year to
year for approval by the Law Society's
Council. Committee membership includes
representatives of corporate law firms,
small firms, government employers, the
universities, articled clerks, students and
the Legal Practice Board.

> The Manager, Community Services:

Advice received by the Society indicated
that approximately 100 graduates were
placed with nine of the larger firms during
the Articled Clerk recruitment period in
2005. Of those who did not receive offers in
September, 88 lodged resumes with the
Law Society and 72 of these were placed
through the Society's clearing house
facility. The number of resumes lodged with
the Society has been diminishing over the
last three years and advice from firms
indicates that they are also receiving less
applications for articles.

The Society also re-established an Access to
Justice Committee and made
representations to the Federal Attorney
General, the Hon Phillip Ruddock and the
State Attorney General, the Hon Jim
McGinty, the State Treasurer, the Hon Eric
Ripper and the Department of Justice, to
improve federal and state funding to Legal
Aid WA.

> participated on the Board of the
National Pro Bono Resource Centre,
supported by the Federal AttorneyGeneral's Department;

> continued to coordinate pro bono
requests throughout the year;

> had responsibility for all Law Week

Law Council of Australia
The Society is a constituent member of the
Law Council of Australia. Capitation fees of
$117,308 were paid for 2005-2006. The
Society's LCA directors were Celia Searle
(2005) and Maria Saraceni (2006).
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programs.

Operational Report
Professional Development and Care
Significant initiatives of the Society are:

> LawCare (WA) program to assist lawyers
in distress.

> Senior Advisers Panel to provide ethical
and practice management advice to
members.

> Various mentoring programs: the Young
Lawyers Mentoring Program, the Articled
Clerk Telephone Advice Line and the
Indigenous Law Students Mentoring
Program with the University of
Western Australia and Murdoch
University law schools.

> Advice line to members about general
practice matters.
Membership Services
Website
The Society's website attracted 72,084
visits during the reporting year. This is an
increase of 31% on the previous year.
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Publications
With the assistance of the Brief Editorial
Committee 11 editions of the Society's
magazine Brief are published each year.
The Membership Services Directory is
provided annually to members.
Friday Facts (by email or fax) is provided
weekly.
The Society produces and sells a diary and
directory for the profession.
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A range of specialist information services is
provided, including the Professional Conduct
Rules, Law Society Client/Lawyer Costs
Agreement, Joint Form of General
Conditions for the Sale of Land and, by
subscription, the decisions of a range of
tribunals.
The Society also provides a number of
guides to members including “Costs
Disclosure Forms,” “Guidelines for the
Culling and Destruction of Documents” and
the “Guide to Hand Over of Documents on
the Termination of a Retainer (other than
Criminal Law Matters).” A new publication
was introduced in 2006, the “Guide to
Setting Up or Selling a Law Practice.” All of
these guides are available on the Society's
members’ website.

Operational Report

The Education Committee, convened by
Gregory Boyle, designed 24 seminars and
four corporate express breakfasts attended
by 1,108 members. Approximately 115
members of the profession gave generously
of their time and talents to present papers,
to chair and otherwise participate. The
Society's thanks is extended to all involved.

Weekend. The series attracted 25 young
lawyer participants and many more
registrations are expected for 2007.
The 2005 National Golden Gavel competition
was held in Brisbane and won by WA's
representative, Andrew Baker. The 2006
National competition was held, for the first
time, in Perth.

Members of the Society are encouraged to
nominate for the various advisory
committees to the main Education
Committee and it is gratifying that, recently,
younger members of the profession have
joined the advisory committees.

YLC has continued to focus on the
maintenance of its core programs and has
also collaborated with the Australian Law
Council and the Young Professionals
Network in the provision of several activities
for its members.
Activities with which it
was involved during 2005-2006 included:

The financial year's Education Committee
activities were ultimately successful,
although the uncertainty regarding the
introduction of Mandatory Continuing
Professional Development was unsettling to
the planning process. Regrettably, the
proposed UWA/Law Society Summer School
for 2007, which should have built on the
success of the 2006 Summer School, had to
be pulled for lack of support.

> Mentoring Scheme for articled clerks
> Regular meetings with the other young
professional organisations

> The Young Lawyers Basics Series
> the Advocacy Weekend
> the 10 week Advocacy Workshop Series
> assisted pro bono service providers to
identify young lawyers prepared to assist

> in Law Week, assisted in visiting schools
to present talks on Youth and Legal Issues

The Young Lawyers Committee, convened
by Jacqui Kubacz, is committed to offering
services to junior members of the
profession. During the year, YLC organised
nine legal education, advocacy and
networking events for 822 participants,
including the highly successful Golden Gavel
Competition and the Advocacy Weekend.
For the second time, in 2006, the new
Advocacy Workshop Series was held in
conjunction with the very popular Advocacy

> a twilight sail on the Leeuwin in March.
Also, in conjunction with the Young
Professionals Network (Engineers, Doctors,
Architects, Accountants and Public Relations
Officers) organised the Young Professionals
Ball held on 13 August 2005 at Burswood.
600 young professionals attended a seminar
in conjunction with BankWest on financial
planning in May 2006.
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Continuing Legal Education

Operational Report
Mandatory Continuing Legal Education

Legal Assistants training program

It is anticipated that the Act to replace the
Legal Practice Act 2003 will empower the
Legal Practice Board to require practitioners
to complete mandatory continuing legal
education as a condition for the renewal of
practice certificates. However, as a Bill has
not yet issued, details are not known at this
time, including when MCLE might be
introduced.

Fifty-four legal assistants were trained in the
Society's highly regarded Legal Assistants
Course which is conducted three times a
year. Eight lecturers took part in the training
program.

Costs Education
David Garnsworthy continues to support the
Society's specialised costs education
program. In April 2006, the Costs Guide was
updated.
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Legal Office
Development

Education

And

The Law Office Management Committee,
convened by Corene Baird, undertook the
Law Society 2006 salary survey for
managing partners and organised four
seminars, which attracted over 154
attendees: Tips on Interviewing; How to
Source Free Legal Information Online; Plain
English Writing; and a seminar on Risk
Management for Support Staff.
The
Committee also reviewed and updated the
Law Office Managers Directory and, to
complement a change in the name of the
Committee (from Legal Management and
Development Committee), introduced a
new logo in August 2005. In 2006, for the
second time, a Law Office Management Expo
was held.
This year there were 24
exhibitors and approximately 160 members
of the profession attended.
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The Quality Practice Standard Committee is
convened by Craig Slater.
QPS was
designed by the Society to give a usable
quality management product to the local
profession.
Like other quality systems, it focuses on the
efficiency of internal systems that affect
client service. QPS training, compliance and
annual audit processes are designed for law
firms and maintained on the advice of the
QPS Committee.
As at 30 June 2005, a total of 178 firms were
registered for certification through the
Quality Practice Standard process. Out of
this number, 41 firms are accredited with the
Quality Practice Standard. Three new firms
registered their interest in QPS and two new
firms qualified for QPS certification, which
were:
David Heldsinger, Barrister & Solicitor
Jarman McKenna
Following the success in the last financial
year in licensing the QPS scheme to the Law
Society of Queensland, in early 2006 the
scheme was licensed to the Law Society of
Scotland. The Committee will continue to
seek opportunities to promote the scheme
to other state societies.

Operational Report

Recognising the growth of the scheme
resulting in an increasing workload on the
auditor and trainer, the QPS Committee
sought further assistance. In the future, the
auditor and trainer will be assisted by Mr
Peter Liron as a supplemental auditor and
trainer.
The QPS Committee conducts regular
seminars to assist registered firms progress
to accreditation and existing accredited
firms enhance the usefulness of the scheme.
Articles relevant to QPS and legal practice
management appear regularly in Brief
magazine.
The QPS Committee also updated its
website and its QPS profile to refresh its
usefulness as a means to explaining the QPS
aims and benefits while demystifying its
processes.
The QPS Committee was very pleased to
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the
operation of the scheme at a dinner with
QPS accredited firms, at which 72 people
attended.
The dinner marked the
completion of a significant period of
commitment to client care and risk
management of legal practices fostered by

the Law Society
participating firms.

and

pursued

by

Family Law Accreditation
The Accreditation Committee is convened by
Brian Gluestein. There are currently 49
practitioners accredited by the Law Society
accredited family lawyers scheme.
One
accredited family lawyer is based in
Canberra, two are barristers and two are
Family Court Registrars. The Committee
audited their annual CLE submissions.
Collegiality
Social events are held by the Society during
the year to acknowledge milestones in the
profession, acknowledge key partners,
supporters and sponsors, and to celebrate
professional life. Nine events were held
during the year, attracting 1,114
participants (not including the YLC interprofessional program).
The Sports Committee, convened by Richard
Stapley-Oh, arranged a variety of sporting
events including mixed netball, mixed touch
rugby, men's cricket, mixed soccer, men's
Australian Rules football, mixed tennis, and
arranged for individuals to participate in
events as representatives of the Law
Society, including a fun run and a triathlon.
The annual mixed netball competition
remains the Committee's main event in
terms of participation, with over 161
members of the Society competing on behalf
of their employers.
In Law Week, the
Choice One Fun Run attracted 134
participants.

25

Annual Report 20 0 5 - 2006

In order to enable firms from other states to
participate in the QPS scheme, the rules
governing the scheme were amended to
permit that participation. The Committee
was very pleased to see the opportunity to
participate taken up by a firm in Hobart,
Tasmania.
Accreditation for the first
interstate participant is expected soon.

Operational Report
Competition for Law Students
Since 1998, the Clear Writing Committee,
convened by Professor Neil McLeod, has run
a plain English drafting competition for law
students. The competition is incorporated
in courses at the Murdoch University, the
University of Notre Dame Australia and the
University of Western Australia.
It is
anticipated that the competition will be
incorporated into the law course at Edith
Cowan University in 2007 or 2008.
In 2006, there were three winners from each
of Murdoch University and the University of
Western Australia. The Honourable Justice
Christine Wheeler presented prizes to the
winners at a function at the Law Society's
premises on 22 August 2006.
Membership Discounts
There are six major merchant programs
available to Law Society members.

> AMP Homeloans.
> The Law Society Gold American Express
Card.
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> Qantas discounts for Qantas Club
membership.

> Australasian Vehicle Buying Services Pty
Ltd a free service to all members
providing assistance in purchasing new or
quality used cars at the best price.

> Caltex Gold StarCard provides access to
the largest fuel card network in Australia,
monthly record acceptable by ATO and up
to 51 days interest free.

> LexisNexis - provides tailored information
solutions in on-line, print and CD-ROM
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formats for members to simplify and
increase productivity.
In addition to the above, the Society has an
arrangement with 50 other merchants who
offer discounts and/or special services to
members.
Relationships with the Community
The role of the Professional Conduct
Committee, convened by John Gillett, is to
consider complaints about lawyers received
by the Law Society from members of the
public. The Law Society attempts to resolve
complaints in a conciliatory and informal
manner. As the Committee cannot enforce
its recommendations or impose any formal
sanction against a practitioner, the majority
of complainants choose to have their
complaints dealt with by the Legal
Practitioners Complaints Committee.
In 2005-2006, the Society received
seventeen written complaints.
Ten
complainants chose to pursue their
complaint through the Legal Practitioners
Complaints Committee. Conciliatory action
taken by the Society's Manager, Policy &
Professional Services resolved the
remaining seven complaints. As a result,
the Professional Conduct Committee did not
need to meet in 2005-2006.

Operational Report

The Society's Law Access Public Interest Law
Clearing House (PILCH), managed in 20052006 by Michael Cole, encompasses a
number of community programs.
The
Shopfront Lawyer, Ken Eastman, saw 2,873
clients during the year, averaging 13
consultations a day, and where appropriate,
referred clients to the profession. Law
Access and the Society respond to
approximately 7,500 requests for referrals
to firms each year.
Each enquirer is
provided with the names of three or four
firms from a rotating database of
participating firms.
Law Access (PILCH) also coordinates
referrals of clients to pro bono lawyers, often
advertising in Friday Facts.
It also
administers the Commonwealth's Refugee
Review Tribunal referral pilot program.
The Francis Burt Law Education Centre
(FBLEC)
Francis Burt Law Education Centre and
Museum is unique in Australia, providing an
accessible legal education facility for the
community. The Centre offers an historical
insight to the developments and changes
that have taken place in the Western
Australian legal system. It is the State's
premier community legal education facility
and has curatorial responsibility for Western
Australia's legal history. Its two Centres, in
the prison precinct at Fremantle and at the
Old Court House Museum in Perth, had a
combined total of 7,781 visits from

students, teachers and the public during the
year.
The FBLEC operations are supervised by the
Committee of Management chaired by
Michael Lewi AM (deputy convenor the Hon
Justice Ralph Simmonds) and supported by
the Board of Trustees chaired by the Hon
Chief Justice Wayne Martin (deputy chair the
Hon Justice Robert Nicholson AO).
The FBLEC's program continues to be
supported also by the Education
Department of Western Australia (which
funds half of the salaries of the two
Education Officers seconded to FBLEC), the
Public Purposes Trust, the Supreme Court
and the Attorney General’s Department.
The Centre was also very fortunate to
receive a bequest of $25,000 from the
Estate of Ms Leah J Cohen.
In 2006, FBLEC completed a Criminal Law
Display, which outlines the 1925 case of
Audrey Jacob, who shot her fiancé in the
chest and was found not guilty by a jury.
The display was funded by the Public
Purposes Trust. The Centre's Oral History
Program has obtained histories from the
Hon John Toohey, the Hon John Wickam, the
Hon David Malcolm, the Hon Ian McCall,
Shirley Offer and Bart Kakulas.
A Professional Development Day for
Educators was conducted at the Children's
Court. The day focused on the role of the
Children's Court and issues involving
juveniles and the Justice system.

27

Annual Report 20 0 5 - 2006

Public Interest Law Clearing House and
Shopfront Lawyer service

Operational Report
The program involves members of the
Judiciary, and is conducted in association
with the Youth Legal Service, the Juvenile
Justice Team and Children's Court.
Education Officers have linked the Centre's
education programs to the Education
Department's outcomes based education
documentation.
The Centre's Education
Programs are now referenced to the OBE
documentation in the Centre's brochure and
will be placed on the FBLEC website. An
outcomes based court and jury activity has
been prepared and is currently being trialled
by Governor Stirling SHS Year 8 students.
The aim of the activity is to provide students
with a comprehensive understanding of the
court and jury system.
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Students and teachers of the Year 11 and 12
Political and Legal Studies course can now
take advantage of a new FBLEC legal
resource prepared by the Education
Officers.
The program is of particular
interest and educational value to these
students because it addresses their subject
requirements.
The Education Officers have continued to
collect and analyse feedback data from
school visits. To date, the feedback has
been overwhelmingly positive on most of
the evaluated criteria. However, there were
several requests from teachers for more
pre-visit material to be provided to schools.
The appropriate worksheets are currently
being placed on the FBLEC website. The
Centre's website is proving to be a popular
one and further enhancements will be made.
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The 2005 and 2006 Mock Trial Competitions,
sponsored by the Department of the
Attorney General, attracted 700 students
from 43 schools and involved 75 coaches
and judges from the profession. In 2005,
the final was won by the Methodist Ladies
College and Carmel School was runner up.
Mercedes College won the final in 2006 and
Shenton College was runner up.
Law Week 2006
The theme of Law Week 2006, held from 8 to
12 May 2006, was “Lawyers Serving the
Community.”
The Law Week Launch Event - Sir
Ronald Wilson Lecture
On the first evening of Law Week, Professor
Hi l ary C harl es w o rt h d el i vered t he
fourteenth Sir Ronald Wilson Lecture, “An
Australian Bill of Rights - Will it undermine or
support Australian democracy” to an
audience of 100.
Free Legal Advice Service
Free legal advice services were advertised
on Channel 7. The Society could not keep up
with the demand from the community. This
service was well supported by country law
firms as well as metropolitan firms.

Operational Report
Seminars

School visits

Seminars were held for both the community
and the profession.

During Law Week, members of the
profession volunteer to visit primary and
secondary schools to talk to students about
the law. Various scenarios are presented to
stimulate discussion. In 2006, 43 schools
hosted approximately 71 teams of lawyers
speaking to 700 students. The scenarios
presented to the students were sponsored
by the Youth Legal Service Inc.

LEADR presented a fully subscribed seminar
for the profession on the role of lawyers in
mediation.
Church service
The traditional church service was held at
t h e G r e e t O r t h o d ox C a t h e d ra l i n
Northbridge. The delicious morning tea was
kindly provided by the ladies of the Hellenic
Community.

Quiz night
A Quiz Night was held at the Seaview Golf
Club.
Quay West Bunker Bay Resort
provided the door prize and spot prizes were
provided by Ultimo Catering. The evening
was a sell out with proceeds going to the
Chief Justice's Youth Appeal.
Community Service Award
The Law Society Community Service Award
is announced in Law Week, recognising a
lawyer who has given outstanding and
selfless service to the community.
The 2006 award was presented to Tom Percy
QC and Jonathan Davies for their
execptional contribution to the 'Button
Case'. The presentation took place at a
Cocktail Party hosted by BankWest. At the
same event, the Law Society choir
entertained and Mr John Corker launched
the National pro Bono Paper: Regional Rural
and Remote Pro Bono, Models and
Opportunities.
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For the community, free seminars were held
on enduring powers of attorney, legal
information for mental health consumers,
and migration. In conjunction with Sussex
Street Community Legal Service and the
Town of Victoria Park, information forums
were conducted on consumer and credit
debt, welfare rights, family law, disability
discrimination and advocacy, tenancy and
civil law. “Law in the Woolstore” sponsored
by Fremantle Community Legal Centre was
a popular event. The Citizens Advice Bureau
presented a seminar on “The Importance of
a Will” attracting an audience of 100. The
Environmental Defender's Office in
conjunction with the National Trust gave a
presentation on the Heritage Values of the
Dampier Rock Art Precinct. The Supreme
Court Library presented a panel discussion
focusing on the legal research needs of this
State.

Law Mutual WA

Law Mutual WA
The Society is responsible for the compulsory professional indemnity insurance
arrangements for private solicitors. Law Mutual WA arranges insurance for more than 1,800
practitioners.
The Society successfully negotiated insurance, which resulted in a reduction in insurance
contributions of approximately 9% for principals of firms.
Approximately 1,800 practitioners attended the 2005-2006 Risk Management series,
entitled “Technology Traps.” Overall, 37 seminars were held, including five in the country.
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The Society continues to review alternative professional indemnity insurance models. It has
made submissions to the Attorney General requesting legislative amendments to enable the
setting up of a statutory insurer model, similar to that operating in Victoria.
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Sponsors & Partners
Sponsors And Partners
The primary sponsors of the Law Society were LexisNexis, which sponsors many events but
principally the Continuing Legal Education program, and BankWest, which is a sponsor at
large.
Law Week remains the Society's premier community event and because of its profile
continues to attract a high level of support and sponsorship. The Society is immensely
grateful for the sponsorship provided by:

> The Public Purposes Trust
> ChoiceOne
> BankWest
> Bunker Bay Quay West Resort
> Cambridge Media
> Ultimo Catering
> Youth Legal Service.
In addition, throughout the year, the Society received sponsorship from:

> BankWest
> Public Purposes Trust
> Legal Contribution Trust
> Lotteries Commission of WA
> LexisNexis
> The Department of Justice
> Konica
> Shearn HR Legal
> The Education Department of WA
> Department of the Attorney General
> The Supreme Court of WA
and, for the Clear Writing Competition for Law Students:

> Jackson McDonald
> Freehills
> Deacons
> Corser and Corser
> Allens Arthur Robinson
> Tottle Partners
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> Walter Stanwyck and Associates

Financial Statements

Law Society Of Western Australia Inc

Annual Report
2005 - 2006

Financial Statements
for the year ended

Annual Report 2 00 5 - 2006

30 June 2006

To view the Law Society of Western Australia's Financial Statements for the
year ended 30 June 2006, please visit the Society's website at
www.lawsocietywa.asn.au
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