Francis Burt Law
Education Programme
Court Room Personnel and Court Layout
1. Looking at the layout of a Supreme Court using the following link The People in
Court, draw your own diagram of a court room and give a brief description of the role
of each person in the court room. You may like to include images in your diagram to
help you remember each role.
Judge
The judge ensures proceedings are
conducted according to the law

Witness
Person called to give
evidence on behalf of
the prosecution or the
defence

Orderly
Also a member of
the judge's staff
who calls
witnesses and
helps to keep
order in the court
Media
Journalists
sit in court
2.and report
on
proceedings

Monitor
Ensures all
court evidence
is recorded

Judge's Associate
The associate is a member of the
judge's personal staff, and helps in
the administration of the court

Defence Counsel
A solicitor or barrister
employed by the
accused or
defendant to defend
the charge

Prosecutor
A solicitor or barrister
who conducts
criminal proceedings
on behalf of the State
of Western Australia
or the
Commonwealth of
Australia

Solicitors
The solicitors in the Court are lawyers who
assist defence counsel or the prosecutor
but do not argue the case in Court

Jury
A group
of 12
people
selected
randomly
to decide
on the
innocence
or guilt of
an
accused
person in
a criminal
trial

Accused
The person charged with
committing an offence.
Public Gallery
Courtrooms are open to the public and
members of the public are encouraged to
attend trials to see for themselves how our
courts operate.
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Go to pages 17-20 in the following link from the District Court
Who Attends the Court in a Criminal or Civil Hearing?
a) Is there a difference between the layout of the criminal court rooms in the
Supreme Court and District Court?
The layout is very similar. The only main difference is where the accused
would sit. In the Supreme Court, the accused sits at the back of the court
room. In the District Court, the accused sits to the side of the court room
opposite the jury.
b) What are the main differences between a Criminal court room and a Civil court
room?
In a criminal court room there is an accused, a defence counsel and a
prosecutor. In a Civil court room there is no accused or prosecutor but
there is a plaintiff and a defendant.
c) Using the Who Attends the Court in a Criminal or Civil Hearing? link, give a brief
description of the role of the plaintiff and the role of the defendant.
The plaintiff is the person or organisation that commenced the
proceedings, or made the claim.
The defendant is the person or organisation being sued.
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