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national race officer, family man, and  
Corruption and Crime Commissioner

The hon John MCKeChnie QC 

“Law is a career 
not a life”



The Hon John McKechnie QC has had a distinguished 
career. Educated at Dalkeith Primary School and Scotch 
College, the Commissioner participated in an exchange 
year in New York. It is here that he decided to study Law.

Graduating with a Bachelor of Laws from University of 
Western Australia in 1972, the Commissioner began 
his legal career with articles at Jackson McDonald and 
was admitted in 1974. In 1976, he joined the Crown Law 

Department (now State’s Solicitor’s Office) where he worked his way up the ladder. In 1989 
he was made a Queens’s Counsel and in 1991 he was appointed the State’s inaugural 
Director of Public Prosecutions.

In 1999 John McKechnie was appointed as a judge of Supreme Court. After 16 years on 
the bench he retired in 2015 to take up a five year appointment as Corruption and Crime 
Commissioner.

Aside from his distinguished legal career the Commissioner has been active in voluntary 
work, most recently with the Uniting Church, Presbyterian Ladies’ College, Patron of The 
Samaritans and teaching the next generation of legal minds trial practice. He is an author 
of a text on criminal law.

The Commissioner on...

Managing flexibility in your day-to-day work

Flexibility can be difficult, especially for legal professionals whose work is largely governed 
by court schedules (for example; judges, barristers, instructing solicitors). Urgent work has 
to be attended to immediately, even if that means a late night.

However, you take a more flexible approach in times of low ebb. Work doesn’t always have 
to be at a manic pace; when work is less urgent take time to keep up to date with journals 
and leave the office on time.

It is even more difficult for primary carers as there is enormous pressure to constantly 
manage competing timetables and priorities between family and clients.

 

Balancing family with a career

It is vital to have undivided time with your children. For me it was doing the school run 
in the morning – even if my children didn’t say anything! I shared my passion of sailing 
with my children by having them crew for me at different times of their childhoods.

I believe in taking regular holidays with my wife and children. I enjoy spending time with 
my adult children and grandchildren. Also, sing often.

having the career and the personal life

I couldn’t have done it without my wife taking on the primary carer role. We have a 
partnership and it works because we both actively contribute to the household chores 
i.e. laundry, children’s sports commitments, school runs. At least I think it is equal - 
she would probably beg to differ.

My wife made compromises so that I could have the career. There have been times 
when I have had to travel for up to six weeks on circuit or business which has left her 
with a household full of children to manage on her own. Behind every successful man 
is an exhausted woman.

Biggest challenges facing women in the profession

Despite great efforts over the past 10 years there is still sexism and a glass ceiling 
in the profession. You only have to look at the number of female judges, silks and 
senior partners to see this. During my time as Director of Public Prosecutions we had 
full equality from top to bottom. Equality is not just about quotas – you need equality 
throughout the support, junior, mid and top levels of an organisation.

It is difficult for many women as they tend to be the primary carers and have to balance 
the demands of children and the home while being expected to be always available 
and in top form for their clients or the courts.

My other observation is that some women tend to underestimate their abilities and work 
much harder than necessary because of this. (Conversely, some men overestimate 
their abilities and are over confident and underprepared.) 

Advice for lawyers

Law is a career not a life. Balance your career with a life. Enjoy hobbies, give your time 
and expertise to charitable causes, and travel with your loved ones. 
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