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• My name is Clarrie Nett and I am the conductor with the Clarion Orchestra 
of Note. The orchestra is commonly known as ‘the CON’ for short. We are a 
small community orchestra made up of approximately 20 musicians who like 
to get together and perform at community events.  

 

• During the late afternoon of Sunday, 29 October 2017 I was running a 
rehearsal in a room at the side of the Beethoven Sound Auditorium, where 
we were due to perform at a music festival the following weekend.  

 

• During the rehearsal I had reason to speak to three musicians about their 
playing. They were not playing very well and they were constantly out of 
time with the rest of the orchestra. 

 

• I had been having a few problems with these three members of the 
orchestra for a while. They were Phil Withair, who plays the trumpet; Iva 
Bell, who plays the French Horn and Viola String, who plays the Violin.  
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• During the first half of the rehearsal I told them that if they continued to play 
so badly I would have to replace them. I should not have lost my temper in 
front of the other musicians but I was getting very frustrated and they were 
wasting so much precious rehearsal time.    

 

• Phil tried to tell me that the valves on his trumpet kept sticking and I told him 
that he should have oiled them before the rehearsal. He said he had tried to 
but that he had discovered that he had run out of valve oil.  

 

• Iva was not only out of time but he also sounded very out of tune.  I told him 
to check his tuning slides in the break. He said he had already tuned and 
greased them.  

 

• I don't normally have any problems with Viola. She is lovely. But today she 
seemed in an odd mood. I tried to talk to her about her playing just as the 
break started, but she was talking to Harmony Carr and she seemed only to 
be interested in putting her hand cream on.  
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• We always have a small break in the middle of the rehearsal. This gives the 

orchestra time to get a drink. During the rehearsal break on Sunday, 29 

October 2017 at about 4.30pm, I was standing on my podium which is a 

small wooden box about 1 metre square and which is about  50cm high.  

 

• I was bending over my music stand making some notes on my music score, 

when I felt a sharp pain at the back of my head and I was knocked forward. 

 

• I fell onto the music stand which toppled forward. I fell over the edge of the 

podium and landed on the music stand on my stomach. My music flew 

everywhere. As I fell, I put out my right hand to stop myself and landed on it 

heavily. I felt a sharp pain in my wrist.  
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• Mr Tim Panni rushed forward to help me. He assisted me to get to my feet. 

There was a plastic bottle half full of water on the floor next to the fallen 

music stand. I believe that is what hit me on the back of the head causing 

me to fall. Mr Tim Panni later drove me to the Beethoven Sound Hospital. 

  

• My right wrist was broken.  As I am right handed and hold my conductor’s 

baton in my right hand, I was not able to continue with the concert and 

another conductor was called in to replace me.  

 

• I did not give anyone permission to throw a bottle of water at me.  
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• My name is Tim Panni.  I play percussion.   

 

• On Sunday, 29 October 2017 I was at the CON rehearsal in Beethoven 
Sound. Our conductor is Mr Clarrie Nett. He is not an easy conductor as he 
is very precise and gets upset when we don’t play well.  

 

• On 29 October 2017 the rehearsal was split into two halves as usual.  After 
the first half we had a 20 minute break to get a drink and some fresh air.  I 
took the opportunity to work on a rhythm I was finding difficult. I was sitting 
at the back of the orchestra facing the podium where Clarrie was writing on 
his music score.  

 

• Most of the orchestra had gone outside to get some fresh air and there were 
about eight of us left in the rehearsal room which is off to the side of the 
performance auditorium.  
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• At the back of the rehearsal room, behind the podium, I noticed three 
musicians standing and talking together. The other musicians in the room 
were all at their music stands looking at their music or adjusting their 
instruments. The three at the back of the room were: Phil Withair, Iva Bell, 
and Viola String.  

 

• I continued to work on my music. I heard a thud and then a crash and I saw 
Clarrie suddenly lurch forward and fall off the podium. I rushed to help him. 
When he got to his feet I looked towards the back of the room behind 
Clarrie's podium  and no one was there. The three musicians had all moved 
to others parts of the room.  

 

• I noticed that Viola was near the door. She was holding a glass of water. 
Phil was back at his seat and he was holding a can of Coke. Iva was sitting 
at his music stand, looking intently at his French Horn. He appeared to be 
greasing his tuning slides. He had a glass of water next to his chair. 
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• It was all very shocking and I called the police to attend. There was a water 

bottle near Clarrie. It was wet with condensation. I got out a clean tissue 

from my music bag and picked up the water bottle from the floor. I have 

seen detectives do this on crime shows. I later gave the bottle to Sergeant 

Dee Crescendo. The bottle had been opened and I noticed an oily or greasy  

substance on the outside of the bottle.  

 

• After Sergeant Crescendo arrived, I spoke to her briefly and then I took 

Clarrie to the hospital. 
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• My name is Dee Crescendo and I am a Sergeant stationed at the 

Beethoven Sound Police Station.  

 

• On Sunday, 29 October 2017 I was on duty at the Beethoven Sound Police 

Station when I was asked to attend the Beethoven Sound Auditorium. When 

I arrived I found a group of musicians sitting around talking amongst 

themselves and a gentleman holding his arm.  

 

• The gentleman told me that his name was Clarrie Nett and that he was a 

conductor. He was grimacing and breathing fast and he appeared to be in 

pain. He told me that someone had thrown a bottle of water at his head 

which made him fall off his podium and hurt his arm.  
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• Another musician who identified himself as Mr Tim Panni pointed out three 

musicians to me and gave me a bottle wrapped in a tissue. I put the bottle 

into an evidence bag. I later sent the bottle to Professor Melody Piper for 

fingerprint and forensic testing.  

 

• The three musicians whom Mr Panni said might have thrown the bottle at 

Mr Nett were Phil Withair, Iva Bell, and Viola String. 

 

• I asked each of the musicians to open their instrument cases and I took 

photos of the contents of each case.  I also took photos of their instruments.  

I inspected certain items of interest from each of the music cases and made 

notes about them.  
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• I checked to see whether there were any surveillance cameras in the 

auditorium which might have had a view into the room where the musicians 

were practising.  Unfortunately there were no cameras.  

 

• I asked the members of the orchestra whether anyone had happened to 

take any photos or a recording of the rehearsal. Unfortunately no one had 

taken any photos. 
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• My name is Professor Melody Piper.  I am a forensic scientist.     

 

• On 1 November 2017 I was given a plastic bottle by Sergeant Dee 

Crescendo. It was labelled exhibit DC1.  Sergeant Crescendo asked me to 

test the bottle for finger prints. I tested the bottle for fingerprints. There were 

no identifiable fingerprints on the bottle due to the presence of an oily 

substance, which caused any fingerprints on the bottle to be severely 

smudged.  

 

• I tested the oily substance on the plastic bottle. I also tested the rim of the 

bottle for DNA. I then sent my report to Sergeant Dee Crescendo. 
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• My name is Harmony Carr and I am a member of the Clarion Orchestra of 

Note.  I play the cello. During the afternoon of Sunday, 29 October 2017 I 

was at the rehearsal at the Beethoven Sound Auditorium. I was chatting 

with some of the musicians just before the incident with poor Clarrie.  

 

• I knew we were about to start again and I didn't have time to buy a drink so I 

asked Viola if I could have a mouthful of her water. She poured some into a 

glass for me. It was that awful fizzy sparkling water so I didn't drink it. I went 

outside to tip it out. That was when Clarrie was hurt.  

 

• The police officer asked me whether I had noticed anything during the break 

before Clarrie was hurt. I said that I was too busy trying Viola's new hand 

cream. To be honest, I didn't really like it. It had a sweet smell and it made 

my hands all greasy. 
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Suspect - Mr Iva Bell 
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Suspect - Ms Viola String 
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