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This year, there 124 teams from 53 schools. 

 

1,273 students are registered to participate. 

 

There will be 186 trials across Rounds 1 - 3. 

 

There will be 15 trials across Round 4 - 7. 

 

We have 51 volunteer coaches and 87 volunteer judges. 

 

The Competition would not be possible without the support of 

the volunteer coaches and judges and the support of both the 

Supreme Court of Western Australia and the Department of 

Justice. 



The Spirit of the Competition 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

More like a learning opportunity than a competition 
 

Participating in the Mock Trial Competition gives students the 

opportunity to soak up the atmosphere and the sense of formal 

proceedings inside a genuine courtroom.  We hope that students 

learn collaborative skills and have a positive learning experience.  

This is a competition in name, but in nature it is an educational 

programme.  Please treat all participants (other teams, teachers, 

coaches and judges) with courtesy and respect. 

 

Focus on the experience, not the outcome 

 

Please keep in mind that judges are unpaid volunteers.  Each one 

has a different set of experiences in the legal profession.  Some are 

final year law students. Judges may have come straight to the trial 

after a long day’s work.   

 



House Keeping 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Mobile phones  

 

Students participating in a Mock Trial may not use mobile phones in the courtrooms. 

 

Photography  

 

People are not allowed to take photographs or video inside the Supreme Court 

building. 

 

Leave the courtroom clean and tidy 

 

You are allowed to drink water in the courtroom. 

 

No food is permitted.   

 

Please remove all water bottles, scrap paper and other belongings at the end of the 

trial. 

 

Vacate the courtroom by 8.30pm. 



Trial Day: Teachers 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

 

 

• Encourage your reserves to attend each trial.  

 

• Students can only be credited for WACE participation if their 

names appear on the signed Attendance Roll (WACE 

Endorsement Record).  

 

• Arrive with time to spare, ideally by 5.30 pm. 

 

• Find the Mock Trial Coordinator at the entrance to the 1903 

Supreme Court Building in Stirling Gardens. 

 

• You will be directed to the courtroom where your trial will take 

place. 

 

   



Trial Day: Teachers/Coaches 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

• Bring timers and a bell.   

 

 

• Plaintiff/Prosecution team: must bring the Notice of Appearance and a 

Timesheet. 

 

  

• Defence team: must bring a Timesheet, an Exhibits List and an 

Objection Sheet.  

 

 
• Attendance Roll (WACE Endorsement Record): this is the teacher’s 

responsibility. The names of all team members present on the night must 

be written on it. Write the coach’s name on this form if your team 

received coaching for the Round. Sign it and give it to the Mock Trial 

Coordinator early in the evening.  

 

 



Trial Day: Judges 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Please commence the trial on time 
 

• Judges must arrive at the court by 5.55 pm.  The trial should start at 6 

pm.  

 

• The trial must start by 6.15 pm.  Please use discretion if team members 

are on their way.  

   

• To begin the trial, the judge invites the court orderly to commence. 

  

• Follow the order of proceedings outlined in the Manual. 

 

• It is essential that everyone leaves the Courthouse by 8.30 pm (8 pm in 

Mandurah). This is for security reasons. Please do not encourage 

students to linger in the court room. 

 

• Trials can and do finish early, and this is perfectly acceptable.  

 



WACE Accreditation 

 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

• Students can only be credited for participation if their names appear on 

the signed Attendance Roll (WACE Endorsement Record). 

 

• The Law Society will issue electronic certificates for eligible students. 

 

• Standard Level: a student who attends 3 rounds.   

 

• Advanced Level: a student who attends 4 or more rounds.  

  

• Certificate of Participation: a student who attends only 1 or 2 rounds, but 

this does not attract WACE recognition. 

 

• Schools can register their students’ participation with SCSA, and the 

students’ achievement will then appear on their WACE record. 

 

 



The Law Society of Western Australia 



 Forfeits: Teachers 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

• If you know that your team will forfeit, you must contact the Mock 

Trial Coordinator as early as possible.    

 

• To avoid a forfeit, there must be at least 4 team members present 

by 6.15 pm. 

 

• If your opponents have forfeited, you will get 3 points (as you 

would if you had won).  

 

• Your team can have a trial against the Murdoch Stand-In 

team so your students can get the practice and the judge’s 

feedback.   



The Law Society of Western Australia 



Information for Teachers 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Before your team meets their coach . . .  
 

Ensure that the students know the difference between criminal and 

civil matters, the roles and duties of the court personnel, and basic 

courtroom procedures. 

 

Encourage students to read the Manual carefully, and instruct 

students to read the Round 1 case materials. 

 

Preview the Score Sheet to assist students to focus their attention to 

areas of relevance. 

  

Run through the Judge’s Scoring Guide to show students the 

Judge’s expectations. 

 

You may wish to allocate roles to each team member. 

 

 

 

  



The Spirit of the Competition 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Teachers and coaches, we ask you to work to create realistic 

expectations of judges amongst your students.  

 

Please remember that: 

• Judges are volunteers; 

• Judges bring to their role a variety of experiences in the legal 

profession and may even be law students; 

• Judges must be objective and are bound by the Mock Trial 

Competition rules; 

• Even in the real world there are occasions where the parties do 

not agree with the final judgment of the judge; however, the 

judgment must be accepted.    

 

Encourage students to focus on the experience, not the outcome 



The Law Society of Western Australia 



Information for Coaches 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Time and Place for Coaching 

 

Coaches are expected to spend no more than 3 hours per round 

coaching.   

 

The coach should determine the time and venue for coaching in 

consultation with the teacher.  

 

Students cannot get advice in the court room 

 

You must not coach teams during the trial, or pass any messages. 

 

Working with Children Check 

 

Schools must determine WwCC requirements and make 

arrangements directly with the coach.   

 



Information for Coaches 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

The Role of the Coach  
 

• Instructs the barristers and solicitors in each team on the proper 

preparation and presentation of the case.  

 

• Gives basic instructions to the students on court procedures, 

principles of proof, rules of evidence and advocacy.  

 

• Provides advice on how to write an opening statement and 

closing address. They will also require explanation of, and 

techniques involved in, preparation for examination-in-chief, 

cross-examination and re-examination. 

 

• May only coach the witnesses in court procedures and general 

advocacy, and are not to coach the witnesses on their facts.  

 

 

  



Information for Coaches 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Suggested schedule for coach’s first meeting with the team 
 

Take students through: 

 

• Legal issues and elements that must be proved 

• Components of an opening statement 

• Strategies in preparation of Examination-in-Chief 

• How to predict Cross-Examination questions 

• Conduct in court 

 

Students should identify evidence in the witness statements which 

can be objected to, themes for cross-examination, inconsistencies 

between the witness statements, and the legal issues which will 

determine the case. 

  



Information for Coaches 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Rules of Evidence 
 

• Objections can only be made on the grounds of relevance, 

opinion, hearsay, or character.  You can object to some kinds of 

leading questions and to harassing questions.   

 

• Only the barrister responsible for examining, cross-examining or 

re-examining the witness may object to questions put to the 

witness or evidence given by the witness.   

 

• However, the other barrister on the team and/or the solicitor 

can and should prompt the barrister on foot to object, if 

he/she misses an objection. 

 

Always refer to the Manual 

 



Information for Coaches 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Confine the evidence to the witness statement 
 

 

• A witness is not allowed to introduce evidence that is beyond the 

general ambit of the trial scenario set out in the witness 

statements or the agreed facts.   

 

• However, witnesses may introduce additional evidence within 

the ambit of the trial scenario (refer to the Judge’s Scoring 

Guide). This is a Mock Trial Competition procedural issue.  It 

is subject to the Judge’s discretion.  
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Information for Judges 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Before the Trial 

 

• The judge must be familiar with the case material well before the 

trial.   

• The judge must print out the case material and bring it to the 

trial. 

 

• The judge must be familiar with the Scoresheet and the detailed 

Scoring Guide.   

 

• A Scoresheet and a Scoring Guide will be provided by the 

Law Society at every trial. 

 

• If a judge has to cancel at the last minute, s/he must inform the 

Mock Trial Coordinator by phone or email as early as possible, as 

a replacement judge must then be sought. 

 



Information for Judges 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

During the trial  

 

Judges may question a barrister during an opening address but 

should keep such interruptions to a minimum to give the students an 

opportunity to settle down, and allow them to complete the address 

in the limited time allotted. 

 

Judges are encouraged to question the barristers during closing 

addresses on their depth of understanding of the law and the facts of 

case, particularly during the later rounds.  

 

 

 



Information for Judges 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Witnesses 

 

If a witness has not given all of the evidence in their statement by 

the end of evidence-in-chief (or if the allotted time runs out), the 

judge should read out any evidence not given by the witness. (To do 

this, a judge must keep track of what has been said by the witness, 

by annotating their copy of the witness statement).  

 

When re-examined, the witness can only expand on evidence arising 

from the cross-examination. Usual rules of re-examination apply that 

a barrister cannot ask questions that introduce new issues other 

than to help explain matters arising in the cross-examination. 

 

Witnesses are not allowed to refer to any notes or reading material 

in the witness box. Nothing is to be passed to a witness, or from a 

witness (other than exhibits). 

 

 

 



Information for Judges 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

At the conclusion of the trial . . . 

 

• At the end, after a 10 minute adjournment, the judge delivers a 

short judgment on the evidence and law of the case, comments 

on how the case was presented with encouragement and friendly 

guidance, and announces the team that has won on points and 

the score for each team. 

 

• The team that wins the legal case may not always be the 

winning team on points.   

 

 

 

 



The Spirit of the Competition 

The Law Society of Western Australia 

Most of the negative feedback we received in 2017 related to judging.  

 

Judges: 

 

• Must familiarise themselves with Mock Trial Competition rules 

 

• Must familiarise themselves with the case materials before the trial 

 

• Should align oral comments, written comments and scoring to the Mock 

Trial Competition judging rubric 

 

• Must stay within the gambit of the scenario and case law presented in the 

case materials 

 

• Should have realistic expectations of the high school students 

• They are not law students nor academics 

 

More like a learning opportunity than a competition 
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