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MINUTES OF THE  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE LAW SOCIETY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
THURSDAY, 19 NOVEMBER 2020 COMMENCING AT 5.16PM 

LEVEL 36, QV1 BUILDING, 250 ST GEORGES TERRACE, PERTH 
 
(Note: Quorum = 25 members) 
PRESENT:
 
Nicholas van Hattem 
(President) 
Jocelyne Boujos 
(Senior Vice President) 
Greg McIntyre SC 
(Immediate Past 
President) 
Gregory Boyle 
David Bruns 
Rebecca Bunney 
Hayley Cormann 
Daniel Coster 
David Davidson 

Kevin Edwards 
Ante Golem 
Friona Grgich 
Mark Hemery 
Lea Hiltenkamp 
Judy McLean 
David Nicholson 
Cameron O’Neil 
Lynsey O’Neil 
Chantelle Pereira 
Andrew Ryan 
Robert Sceales 
Craig Slater 

Brooke Sojan 
Sriram Srikrishnan 
Gemma Swan 
Scott Wade 
Paula Wilkinson 
Peter Wittkuhn 
Denis McLeod (from 
5.25pm) 
Robert O’Connor QC 
(from 5.23pm) 

 

 

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
David Price – Chief Executive Officer 
Vernon Thompson – General Manager Corporate Services 
John Rogers – General Manager Law Mutual 
Aine Whelan – General Manager Programmes 
Sue Langmair – Personal Assistant to Chief Executive Officer and President 
Maryka Mensink – Manager Membership and Events 
Francesca Giglia – Administration Officer 
 
Lynette McLeod 
 

1. APOLOGIES: 
 
The following apologies were noted: 
 
Melita Medcalf 
Matthew Howard SC 
Rebecca Lee (Junior Vice 
President/Treasurer) 
 

Associate Professor Joshua Aston 
Anthony Jarvis 
Thomas Camp 
Shayla Strapps 
Nathan Ebbs

CHAIR: 
 
Pursuant to Rule 42 of the Society’s Constitution, Nicholas van Hattem, President 
chaired the meeting. 
 
The President opened the meeting at 5.15pm with Welcome to Country. 
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The President welcomed members to the AGM. 
 
Members were informed that the Annual General Meeting is recorded by the Minute 
Secretary for the purposes of taking minutes.  The recording of the meeting is deleted 
by the Minute Secretary from their work computer once the minutes have been 
confirmed. 
 
 
2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

Resolution 1: 
The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Law Society of Western 
Australia Inc held on 21 November 2019 be confirmed as a true and correct 
record of that meeting. 
Moved:  Ante Golem 
Seconded:  Hayley Cormann Carried Unanimously 

 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 21 

NOVEMBER 2019 
 There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
 
4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT, FINANCIAL ACCOUNT AND ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 The President tabled the Annual Report including the financial accounts for the 

year ending 30 June 2020. 
 
 

Resolution 2: 
The financial accounts of the Law Society of Western Australia Inc for the 
year ending 30 June 2020 are adopted. 
Moved: Daniel Coster 
Seconded: Brooke Sojan Carried Unanimously 

 
 

Resolution 3 
The Annual Report of the Law Society of Western Australia Inc (which 
includes the disclosures of material personal interests as required under 
42(2) of the Associations Incorporations Act 2015) for the year ending 30 
June 2020 is adopted. 
Moved: Lea Hiltenkamp 
Seconded: Greg McIntyre SC    Carried Unanimously 

 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

5.1 Amendments to the Constitution 
 
Attached to this agenda at Attachment 3 is a marked up version of Rule 55(i) 
of the Constitution which members will be required to approve by a Special 
Resolution (Motion 4). 
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5.2 Explanation of Proposed Amendments to the Constitution. 
 

 The following is an explanation to the amendments to the Society 
Constitution as per Motion 4 to be considered and passed by a Special 
Resolution at the general meeting to be held on Thursday, 19 
November 2020 at 5.15pm, Level 36, QV1 Building, 250 St Georges 
Terrace, Perth Western Australia: 

 
 Given Rule 121(b) states that Council “may” and provides a discretion 

to Council rather than “shall” as set out under Rule 55(i) it is 
recommended that Rule 55(i) of the Constitution is deleted for 
consistency. 

 
  5.1.1 Rule 55(i) 

  
  Rule 55(i) of the Constitution provides that “the Council shall make By-

Laws setting out the duties and responsibilities of the President, the 
Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer and the CEO”. 

 
  Rule 121(b) of the Constitution provides that “the Council may from time 

to time by resolution make, amend and repeal By-Laws not inconsistent 
with the Rules in relation to the duties and responsibilities of the 
President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer and CEO”. 

 
 Note:  Amendments to the Law Society of Western Australia Inc. 

(Society) Constitution (Constitution) are to be made in accordance 
with the requirements set out in the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 
(WA) (Act) and the Associations Incorporations Regulations 2016 (WA) 
(Regulations) and must be approved by a Special Resolution.  A 
resolution is a Special Resolution if it is passed —. 

 
 The Chief Executive Officer declared an interest and left the meeting at 

5.20pm and returned at 5.21pm while this item was considered. 
 

Special Resolution 4 
The members of the Law Society of Western Australia Inc. (Society) resolve 
that the Constitution of the Society be altered by deleting Rule 55(i) in 
accordance with the draft amended Constitution of the Society attached as 
Attachment 3 to the Notice circulated to members on 6 November 2020 
giving notice of the General Meeting on 9 November 2020. 
Moved: Daniel Coster 
Seconded: Jocelyne Boujos 
 
The Chair announced that the Special Resolution had been Carried 
Unanimously and therefore passed. 
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5.3 Nominations for Life Membership 
 
Constitution (Rule 13) 
(a) A Life Member is a person who is elected as Life Member at a general 

meeting of the Society upon the recommendation of the Council. 
(b) Life Members are entitled to all rights and privileges of Ordinary Members, 

including the right to vote under Rule 53(b).  
 

. Mr Denis William McLeod graduated from the University of Western Australia 
with a Bachelor of Law in 1967 and was admitted to practice in 1968 where he 
worked at Frank Unmack and Cullen in Fremantle until 1970.  In 1971 he 
established a new firm Denis McLeod and Co and in 1980 he founded and 
remains a partner of McLeods. 

 
 Mr McLeod has been a member of the Law Society for 52 years, during which 

time he has served as: 
 

• A member of the Law Society Council for 16 years retiring from his last term 
in 2019. 

• A member or convenor of the Administrative Law Committee for 12 years,  
• Convenor of the Law Museum Committee for 5 years, 
• Member of the Professional Indemnity Insurance Management Committee 

for 9 years, and  
• Convenor of the Town Planning and Local Government Committee for 25 

years. 
 
 Mr McLeod has also presented papers and/or chaired numerous Law Society 

conferences, seminars or CPD sessions over 48 years. 
 
 Mr McLeod received the Law Society of Western Australia Lawyer of the Year 

Award in 2012. 
 
 In addition to this Mr McLeod: 
 

• Has presented numerous papers to other professional bodies on 
environmental law, planning law or local government for over 50 years; 

• Has been recognised with an Honorary Fellowship of the Planning Institute 
of Australia awarded 28 years ago;  

• Was awarded Life Membership of the Local Government Planners’ 
Association awarded 29 years ago;  

• Received the Opportunity Award, City of Belmont awarded 13 years ago and 
Certificate of Appreciation, City of Swan for 40 years outstanding service 
awarded 7 years ago; 

• Is an Honorary Freeman, Town of Claremont awarded 6 years ago. 
• Has been active for 47 years in the education of local government Council 

members and employees in planning law and local government law; 
• Has been the Honorary Solicitor for the Royal WA Historical Society for the 

past 26 years;  
• Is the Honorary Solicitor for the York Historical Society for the past 25 years;  
• A Trustee for the Katharine Susannah Pritchard Foundation for the past 10 

years; 
• 14 years ago founded the Shirley McLeod (Memorial) Foundation which 

provides educational scholarships annually to country girls for their 
residential accommodation at St Catherine’s College. 
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Qualifications and teaching 
• 1967:  Graduated LLB (UWA). 
• 1972:  BA (UWA). 
•  1993:  M.Phil (Urban Studies UWA). 
• 1980-2014: Adjunct Professor Curtin University, teaching 

Planning Law to town planning students. 
• 2008-present: Adjunct Professor UWA, teaching Planning Law to 

town planning students. 
Professional publications 
• 1980-1985:  Editor, WA Planning Digest; 
• 2011-present: General Editor, Planning and Development WA 

(Presidian Legal Publications); 
• Author, WA Planning Law Handbook 2017 (UWA Press). 

 
 

Resolution 5 
Elected as a Life Member of the Law Society of Western Australia Inc is Mr 
Denis McLeod. 
Moved: Gregory Boyle 
Seconded: Brooke Sojan Carried Unanimously 

 
 
6. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 There were no items of General Business. 
 
 
7. VOTE OF THANKS 
  

The President thanked: 
• The entire membership of the Society and the legal profession. 
• All members of the Executive for 2020 and congratulated the Executive for 

2021.  It has been wonderful working with Jocelyne Boujos, Senior Vice 
President for 2020 and he is delighted that Jocelyne will be President in 
2021.  The Executive have been a great team with diverse perspectives. 

• He reflected on 2020 and especially how COVID had made it a difficult year. 
•  All Council members; 
•  All staff of the Law Society, he reflected on the decisions made at a difficult 

time with COVID and the leadership team led by the Chief Executive 
Officer who did an exceptional job putting together a response. The 
response was predicated on staff collectively reducing their hours and 
salaries by 40% at a time when the future was uncertain.  The staff’s 
willingness to pull together as a team was remarkable.  The Executive and 
Council were blown away with the staff’s willingness to do that.  The 
Society is extremely well served by its staff, they are loyal, hardworking 
and thorough. There could be no clearer demonstration of this than this 
what the staff did in 2020.  Sincere thanks to all the Law Society staff. 

•  All Councillors, Executive and Chairs of Committees for their important 
work; 

• Membership as a whole, it has been a privilege to serve as President of a 
really important organisation. 
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• Thanked Herbert Smith Freehills for providing the venue for the Council 
meeting and the Annual General meeting and refreshments following the 
meeting. 

• He noted that at the end of 2020 the key work of the Society is in relation 
to the Rule of Law. It is essential.  In 2020 there were many challenges to 
that. COVID was one.  For a lot of people, it seemed that the ordinary rules 
did not apply. 

 
 Various responses to actions taken by Mr Clive Palmer also presented a 

series of challenges.  It was both a thrill, and scary, to respond to some of 
those.  It was a high-profile moment where the whole community was 
willing to listen to lawyers in relation to the subject of the Rule of Law and 
it was a pleasure to work with other senior members of this organisation, 
including the Executive and past Presidents’ to formulate that message. 

 
 Challenges to the Rule of Law are many and varied.  The fact that mentally 

impaired people can be in custody for an indefinite period is a challenge. 
The fact that First Nations people die in custody with staggering frequency 
is a challenge.  This year, with extraordinary reports that a High Court 
Judge engaged in sexual harassment in a workplace, meaning it was not 
a safe place for emerging leaders in the profession, was a challenge.  

 
 All of these things prevent the truth in the statement that everyone is equal 

before the law. 
 
 Similarly, the fact that reports suggest that there are members of the 

Australian Defence Force who may have a case to answer in relation to 
extra judicial killing and war crimes. 

 
 These all have the potential to be terrible challenges to the Rule of Law.  

They may all require advocacy. 
 
 He said as President he was grateful to be part of this community that cares 

about these matters and those lawyers amongst us that want to contribute 
more, above and beyond their professional obligations by getting involved 
in the Law Society.  We are grateful for those who have membership of the 
organisation and it has been a privilege to be President this year. 

 
Response from the Senior Vice President 
 
The Senior Vice-President, Jocelyne Boujos, said she was delighted to have 
the opportunity on behalf of our membership and staff, to pay tribute to the 
outgoing President Nick Van Hattem.  

 
 When Nick was elected she sent him an email that said something like “ We’ll 

all have to hang onto our hats as its bound to be a wild ride!!”, I could not have 
imagined how wild that ride would be!  Covid came to town! ..and the people 
left… 

 
 Nick and I had a COVID moment in the March lockdown.  We both decided we 

wanted to sign a letter “pen to paper”.  We met at Kings Street, me driving in 
Nick walking up a deserted St George’s Terrace.  We signed - individual pens, 
socially distanced and wondered at how, just a couple of weeks before, Perth 
had staged the wonderful ”Highway to Hell” event and when could it’s like 
happen again… 
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 One person walked past, where before there would have been many seeking 

lunch/coffee/ going too and from important and unimportant meetings. 
 
 Nick did not know what was to come and he stepped away …….. and then 

stepped up.  And what came was terrific: 
• First the Society put in place stringent measures to ensure that the health 

risks to the staff, members, volunteers and contractors were carefully 
managed; 

• Then we all downloaded “Zoom”; 
• When it became apparent that we were all going to be living in 

extraordinary times Nick said in the April edition of Brief: 
 “When we reflect on 2020 in years to come it will undoubtedly stand out as 

one of the toughest in Australia’s recent history.  After the drought and the 
extreme bushfire, we are now all dealing with the unprecedented 
challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic on a national and global scale.  In 
this very challenging time, it’s more important than ever to stay together 
and engage with your community, in the weeks and months ahead, your 
Law Society will be there for you, to provide essential services and assist 
whenever possible to get you through this difficult period.”   

 
He went on to highlight: 
• the creation of the Law Society’s Covid Hub – to keep members updated 

about the latest developments in government, courts, tribunals and all 
relevant organisations;  

• the Law Society’s health and wellbeing program, Law Care WA, which 
created a suite of dedicated support programs called “Covid Care”; 

• that despite the challenges the important work of the Law Society’s Council 
and committees continued with meetings held remotely; 

• that Law Society introduced COVID benefit package to its members – a 30 
% reduction in fees, a part-payment plan, free CPD for many, Law Mutual 
concessions. 

• Then Brief went digital !  Never to return to paper. 
 
 It must be acknowledged that the Chief Executive Officer, the President and 

Law Society Staff collectively volunteered to reduce their hours and pay by 40% 
where possible to do so.  Whilst reduced hours and pay has been a feature of 
the corporate COVID response not all organisations have “led from the top” 
and Nick and David are to be commended for doing so. 

 
 Now, let us journey back to a time Pre – COVID --- January— 
 The Society joined UWA and many other legal associations to host a special 

CPD Fund Raiser event to raise money for the Red Cross Australia Bushfire 
Relief Fund. The collaborative event was a great success with contributions 
from the Hon Robert  French and Associate Professor David Hodgkinson - 
some of the leading minds and voices in climate change issues; lawyers 
inspired to provide pro bono advice to bushfire victims and Nick was inspired 
to keep an interactive communication pathway with the various 
organisations….an evening get together with Council was arranged ….Covid 
came to town…but Nick was determined to keep the profession connected and 
together and arranged very successful virtual events – a reimagined coming 
together of the community organisations that came together for the bushfire 
appeal was held; a collaboration with Business News brought the Chief Justice 
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and others into virtual focus and accessible to many many lawyers …and many 
other such events. 

 
  Nick went out there, and, I would say, “Nailed Podcasts”!!!!! 
 
 He wanted us to stay connected and he worked to make that happen.  Law 

Week was presented in a different format with events being streamed online 
providing accessible engagement to a much wider audience. 

 
 But that’s not all…Uniform Law finally came to pass in the form of draft 

legislation and Nick chaired a Society working group comprised of various 
representatives of the profession.  The Law Society added a new Hub to post 
all updated and linked information on Uniform law and Nick has championed 
the Uniform Law Seminar series.  The first was held in September to a record 
breaking 350 attendees who heard from the Attorney General, The Hon John 
Quigley MLA, Joshua Thompson the Solicitor General , Legal Practice Board 
and more . 

 
 Referring to this year I cannot mention the Bradley Edwards trial – The guilty 

verdict closed a grim chapter for the city, as this particular crime changed the 
face of Perth, and finally gave justice for the loved ones of the victims, but 
heartbreaking questions remain.   

 
 Nick has mused: “There can be no denying that the pandemic meant profound 

change for all of us, in our work and our lives and those of our clients.  Legal 
firms and their staff have faced unprecedented challenges and have had to 
balance the delivery of services with health and safety. 

 
 Many have adapted swiftly to online mode of service delivery and working 

remotely. 
  
 Nick has been a dedicated member of the Law Society for many years, and 

been a valuable member of Council.  
 Nick has had an, dare I say, “unprecedented” year as President. 
 Nick hosted a number of events already referred to.  
 
 In 2020, we lead a membership of over 4,000, and growing, with many of our 

organisation's core objectives having remained consistent since establishment.  
There is no doubt that taking the leadership of an organisation as large as this 
comes at a great professional and personal compromise, and it is one which 
Nick has accepted and wholly committed to, notwithstanding the costs to his 
personal life and professional practice.  

 
 During this Year of Covid Nick was hurtled into the sharp end of leadership 

and focused on the unimagined challenges the staff, membership, and the 
profession faced, including acknowledged mental health issues and responses.  
Tonight's meeting alone represents the culmination of a huge amount of work 
that Nick has worked through supported by others, and together with the Chief 
Executive Officer, David has steered and overseen the implementation of 
fundamentally altered Law Society work practices and CPD delivery.  The Law 
Society has supported the swift implementation of the adaptation of legal 
practice and administration of justice to the unexpected environment.  

 
 Throughout the year Nick has worked regularly and constructively with the 

State’s Attorney General and Solicitor General, the WA Legal Practice Board 
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and Bar Association, and all of the relevant court jurisdictions.  He's worked 
towards the inclusion of WA in a truly national and uniform legal profession, 
where there is still more to be done. The list of Nick’s achievements is long, the 
time is short.  

 Nick, we wish you all the best, you are not going anywhere just yet, but your 
time as President at least is nearly done, and you can get back to your practice 
and to your diverse interests.  

 
 I ask everyone to join with me in thanking Nick.  

 
8. CLOSEOF MEETING  

 
There being no further business, the President closed the meeting at 5.42pm. 
 
The President invited members to refreshments following the meeting. 
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