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CPD Points 
Members of the legal profession who volunteer as a judge will gain CPD Points. Points are 
given at the rate of 0.5 points per trial judged, up to a maximum of 2.5 points (five trials) 
each audit year. To ensure that your points are recorded, please register your details with 
the Mock Trial Coordinator. Volunteer judges who are interested in adjudicating more than 
five trials are encouraged to discuss this with the Mock Trial Coordinator.  

Mock Trial Competition Manual 
The Mock Trial Competition Manual contains all of the rules and procedures for the 
Competition. All forms and an outline of the order of proceedings are also contained in the 
Manual. It is essential that all participants are familiar with its contents. 
  
Orientation and information sessions are held during the initial rounds for all 
teachers, coaches and judges. Attending one of these short sessions is 
recommended. 

Role of a Judge 
Your role in the Competition is to adjudicate cases which are scheduled to be heard in the 
court. The mock trial is to be conducted according to the rules and procedures detailed in the 
Manual.  The rules of evidence and rules of procedure have been simplified to enable 
students to understand the process.   
 
All judges, and particularly new volunteers, are encouraged to attend one of the orientation 
and information sessions held during the early rounds. New volunteers are also encouraged 
to observe a mock trial prior to their first allocated trial. Please contact the Mock Trial 
Coordinator for details. 
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This is a very popular programme where students, teachers and coaches put in a lot of time 
and effort and a fierce competitive spirit may develop. It is not always possible to anticipate 
and prevent situations in which that spirit may manifest itself, e.g. students who try to defeat 
their opponents with procedural tactics. We look to the judges to maintain control of the 
proceedings and deal with such situations as they arise. While initiative is to be encouraged, 
judges are requested to exercise their discretion to ensure that such strategies do not 
operate to defeat the spirit of the Competition. This reinforces the need for judges to be 
aware of the rules of the Competition. 
 
Once the trial has commenced, students are not to receive help or prompting from anyone 
else, including teachers, coaches or spectators. This is particularly important during the 
adjournment to prepare closing addresses. Only the barristers and solicitors for each team 
can assist each other at this time. 
 

Case Material 
Case material will be sent to all volunteer judges approximately one week prior to the 
scheduled trial. The case materials for the first three rounds are also available online. 

Witness Statements 
This is one of the most common areas of complaint in mock trials. 
 
Both teams must use all statements and exhibits provided in the case material. Witnesses 
are required to demonstrate that they know their material and there are rules against 
witnesses omitting or amending evidence in their statements (please refer to the Manual for 
all details). Breaches of Competition rules may unfairly disadvantage a team and this 
emphasises the necessity for judges to be familiar with the case material and the rules of the 
Competition. 

Exhibits 
All exhibits provided in the case material are to be tendered with the appropriate witness and 
entered into evidence at the trial. This modification is made because of the time limitation 
and restriction of witnesses that can be called. 

Precedents 
Precedents other than those provided in the case material are not to be used or referred to 
in submissions. 
 

Scoring 
It is the responsibility of the prosecution/plaintiff team teacher to provide the judge with a 
blank score sheet and a completed copy of the Notice of Appearance at their mock trial.  It is 
important to be familiar with the score sheet before the trial commences. 
 
Scoring criteria for each role are detailed on the scoresheet, which is available as an 
appendix to the Manual. The winner is determined on points, not on the merits of the law and 
facts that come out at trial. 
 
To assist the judge in allocating scores for objections and responses to objections, the 
judge’s associate will keep a list of objections. Similarly, a time sheet will be kept by the 
Court Orderly.  
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Time limits must be strictly adhered to during trials as the court buildings need to be vacated 
on time. The Court Orderly will sound a warning bell for each time limit. If there is a breach of 
time limits, the judges are requested to read out the remainder of the evidence not yet given 
to allow objections to be raised (please refer to the Manual). 
 
Judges are encouraged to ask one or two questions of the barristers on their depth of 
understanding of the law and the case after their opening address and closing addresses. 
However, please remember that the barristers are high school students who are often 
participating in their first mock trial. They might be nervous, particularly when asked 
questions by the judge. Judges are therefore requested to bear this in mind when assessing 
the barristers’ impromptu answers. 
 
Judges are encouraged to give a short judgment and feedback at the end of the trial and 
announce the scores. The feedback should be encouraging suggestions on presentation, 
court procedure, objections, cross examination etc. 
 
The scoresheet should be signed at the completion of the trial and will be collected by the 
Mock Trial Coordinator for distribution to both teams.  
 
The judge’s decision is final in all cases. 
 
No draws are allowed. 
 

Contacting the Mock Trial Coordinator 
 
Any queries or feedback should be directed to the Mock Trial Coordinator: 
 

Ms Paige Standen-Burrows 
Mock Trial Coordinator 
Law Society of Western Australia 
Level 4, 160 St George’s Terrace, PERTH   WA   6831 
 
Direct Line: 9324 8604 
Email: mocktrial@lawsocietywa.asn.au 
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