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State of Western Australia v Cadorna 

Ms Madison Cadorna is charged with Criminal Damage under section 444 of the Criminal Code (WA). 
 
Specifically, she is accused of unlawfully damaging an inflatable penguin on 3 February 2021, on the premises 
of Perth University in Western Australia. 
 
Summary of the Law 
 
The prosecution must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Ms Cadorna; 
 

1. damaged the inflatable penguin; 
2. and intended to do so. 

 
Should it be found that Ms Cadorna mistakenly or unwillingly damaged the inflatable penguin, then she 
should be found not guilty of the offence of criminal damage. Both of the above elements of the offence 
must be proved beyond a reasonable doubt for a guilty verdict. 
 

Materials 

The Prosecution and Defence teams will receive the following: 

1. Legal Notes 

4. Statement of Prosecution Witness - Jessica ELENORE (female)  

5. Statement of Prosecution witness - Jane TANG (female) 

6. Statement of Defence witness - Madison CADORNA (female)  

7. Statement of Defence witness - Zuban CHANDLER (female) 

 
 
Please note:  
 
☼ the above outline is also the order of appearance of each witness. 
☼ the gender of each witness is fixed in order to avoid difficulties in references to “he/she” etc.  Students 

playing the part of a witness are to adopt the role of male or female as indicated. 
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Legal Notes 

 
Section 444 of the Criminal Code relevantly states: 
 

Any person who wilfully destroys or damages any property, is guilty of a crime. 
 
The summary penalty being a maximum of 3 years imprisonment and a $36,000 fine. 

 
 
In the matter of R v Zischke – a Queensland Supreme Court case from 1983, it was held: 
 

…“damage” may be held to have been done even though the injury to the article of property is not 
permanent but is remediable, if only by the expenditure of money. Probably the formula that most 
nearly embraces all the attempts at definition is that a thing is damaged if it is rendered imperfect or 
inoperative. 

 
 
 
“Wilfully” in this context means where a person does an act with the intention of destroying or damaging 
property; or with the knowledge that it is likely to destroy or damage property. 
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Statement of Prosecution Witness 1, dated 4 February 2021: Ms Jessica ELENORE 

 
1. My name is Jessica ELENORE and I am the President of the Perth University Geology Student Society, 

or PUGSS as we like to call ourselves. PUGSS does a number of things on campus for geology students, 
such as social, sporting and educational events. 

 
2. On the third of February this year, it was the university’s Orientation day. It’s basically an event where 

all the clubs at the university set up stalls on the football oval at the university. PUGSS had had 
promotional material and T-shirts for sale, as well as our society’s mascot on display. 

 
3. Watson the Penguin is the PUGSS official mascot and is a giant inflatable Emperor penguin about 1.2 

meters tall. She is the pride and joy of the geology society. 
 

4. Also at the Orientation day were the law students, who no one else at the uni likes – the Perth 
University Law Student Association. They call themselves PULSA sometimes. 

 
5. Their stall wasn’t as good as ours. It was on the far side of the oval from us, and they seemed to have 

a barbeque, but they didn’t seem to have it running because I couldn’t see any sausages or buns or 
anything. 

 
6. I recognised Madison CADORNA – who everyone knows as “Mad Dog” – among the people at the 

PULSA stall. I heard that she got that nickname in her first year after taking some friendly social 
sporting events way too seriously. She is currently the president of PULSA. I don’t know who voted 
her into the position. The only thing her club is good at is sport – they only just managed to beat us 
in the inter-club university cup last year. 

 
7. This year’s orientation day was surprisingly busy, with lots of first year ‘fresher’ crowds filling up most 

of the oval between all the stalls. At about midday, while I was working behind my stall Mad Dog 
came up to me. 

 
8. As soon as she came over, she started hassling me about how PULSA was so much better than PUGSS 

and said how they will “destroy” us. She went on for a bit and I pretty much tried to ignore her, but 
I specifically remember Mad Dog saying, “I’m going to destroy Watson as well”, before going back to 
her own stall. 

 
9. Later in the afternoon it was still just as busy with lots of people milling around between the stalls. I 

was caught up selling memberships when I suddenly noticed that Watson wasn’t in her usual place 
right next to the stall table. I looked up over the crowd and could see someone rushing away from 
the stall holding Watson over their head, and the person was headed in the direction of the PULSA 
stall and barbeque. I could only see the back of the person, but I now know it was Mad Dog stealing 
Watson away. 

 
10. I was the only person manning our stall at the time, so I had to pack up a few things and make sure 

the moneybox was locked before I could chase after the thief. So it was a little bit later on that I 
headed over to the PULSA stall. 

 
11. I got there just in time to see Mad Dog standing over Watson, who was lying sideways on the ground 

just behind their stall. Mad Dog had a knife in her hand, and stabbed sharply downwards into 
Watson's midsection. Watson was of course immediately pierced and deflated by the knife. 
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12. I was extremely distressed at having watched that brutal stabbing and starting going off at Mad Dog. 
I think she might have made some sort of snide remark, but I'm not sure since I just yelled over the 
top of her. In hindsight, I should have been more careful in yelling at a knife wielding killer, but I was 
very upset and angry at the time.  

 
13. University security staff showed up while I was yelling and took Mad Dog away. They spoke to me 

later that afternoon after the incident. I told the entire story to them then, and said I wanted to press 
charges. 
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Statement of Prosecution Witness 2, dated 6 February 2021: Ms Jane TANG 

 
1. My name is Jane TANG and I am geology student at Perth University. Although my career goal is 

actually to be a professional chess grandmaster. I am the President of the PUCC – Perth University 
Chess Club. But I am also the Treasurer of the uni’s geology student society. 

 
2. It was on the third of February this year that the geology society had our mascot – Watson the 

penguin – brutally eviscerated. I saw the President of the law student society, ‘Mad Dog’ Cadorna, 
do it right in front of me. 

 
3. To describe the scene – it was about 2pm that afternoon and I was staffing the PUCC membership 

stall by myself. It was the orientation festival and it was surprisingly busy, with a huge crowd of 
people walking around between all the stalls. The PUCC stall was a couple over from the law student 
one – they were only maybe 40 meters or so apart. 

 
4. It was so crowded that people kept bumping into the sandwich board in front of my stall, and 

eventually knocked it over. I had to go out into the crowd and prop it back up again. It was then that 
I glanced over at the PULSA stall and saw Mad Dog carrying an inflatable penguin. She then placed it 
sideways on the ground, and stabbed into it with what looked like a meat fork or a skewer. She then 
jumped onto the penguin for good measure! 

 
5. It all happened really quickly, I was pretty shocked, but also not particularly shocked in some ways, 

given Mad Dog’s reputation for doing this sort of thing. There is a friendly rivalry between geology 
students and law students on campus, but really it’s limited to the annual sporting events. Obviously 
Mad Dog took it way too far. 

 
6. Also, a couple of weeks earlier, both Mad Dog and the vice-president of PULSA approached me and 

accused PUGSS of kidnapping or stealing their own kangaroo mascot late last year. I didn’t have 
anything to do with that – I had heard that Tanya BRIGHT from the rowing club had been the one 
who pulled that off. 

 
7. I didn’t want to snitch on Tanya though, so I just told them I had no idea where “Rufus” the inflatable 

kangaroo was. Mad Dog didn’t believe me though, because she said to me at the time, “Mate, if I 
find out you or your rock-loving buddies had anything to do with this, there will be some payback I 
swear!”. Zuban was there and just looked uncomfortable the whole time. 

 
8. After that incident, I did ask Jess whether she had anything to do with kidnapping Rufus, just in case. 

I spend enough time around Jess to know that she has never liked the law students and Mad Dog 
especially. And even less so since we lost to them in the tug-o-war event last year. I distinctly 
remember Mad Dog pulling Jess into the mud pit in the grand final of that one. 

 
9. Jess told me she had nothing to do with the missing kangaroo and I believe her. 
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Statement of Defence Witness 1, dated 11 February 2021: Ms Madison CADORNA 

 
1. My name is Madison CADORNA. I am 20 years old and I am a law student at Perth University. 

 
2. I am the President of the Perth University Law Students Association, or PULSA as we like to call it. On 

the third of February this year I was at the University Orientation Day Festival for most of the day, 
manning the PULSA stall. Along with our stall, we had a BBQ set up next to it. 

 
3. Also present at the Orientation Festival was the Geology student club – PUGSS – who had a stall on 

the other side of the oval. We’ve always had a friendly rivalry between the two clubs, as we regularly 
play social sports against one another. Their stall wasn’t as nice as ours, since we had the BBQ, but 
they did have their mascot there. It’s one of those big inflatable penguins you get from the National 
Geographic shops. I think they gave it a name too, but I don’t know what it is. 

 
4. At about midday, I was manning our stall with my Vice President, Zuban CHANDLER. It was relatively 

quiet, so I decided to go over and have a chat to the PUGSS people. The only person at their stall at 
the time was Jessica ELENORE, their president. 

 
5. I took the opportunity to exchange in some friendly competitive banter about the upcoming 

Dodgeball Cup. The Cup is one of the biggest University sporting fixtures for the year. I can’t 
remember exactly what I said, and there might have been a bit of smack talk – but certainly nothing 
serious. I don’t even think I brought up anything to do with the penguin at all, let alone damaging it. 
I didn’t stay for very long and went back to our own stall to get the BBQ started. 

 
6. Later that afternoon, it got quite a bit busy and so Zuban and I were running around selling 

merchandise and also running the BBQ at the same time. It was then that I noticed that the inflatable 
penguin was lying on its side just behind me near the BBQ. It was a bit of a windy day, so it must have 
blown over from the PUGSS stall. 

 
7. I needed to finish cooking some sausages so I decided to just place the penguin behind the stall for 

safekeeping until I had time to return it to Jessica. 
 

8. Unfortunately, as I was in the process of placing the penguin somewhere secure behind our stall, 
someone bumped me rather hard from behind and I fell over right on top of the penguin. In my right 
hand was a kitchen knife and it went right into the penguin. Luckily it didn’t explode or anything – it 
actually slowly deflated and cushioned my fall rather nicely. 

 
9. As I was getting up, Jessica suddenly appeared and started yelling at me. I apologised to her, 

explaining that it was an accident. I’m not sure she believed me though, as she continued with her 
yelling and it wasn’t long before university security showed up and made me go with them. 

 
10. I told them the story and they said they believed me, but I was being reported to police still on the 

insistence of Jessica. 
 

11. I definitely did not mean to damage the penguin, and it was just an unfortunate accident. Jessica is 
probably just sore because we beat them in the grand final carnival match at the end of last year. 
Our tug-o-war team destroyed the geology team, and half of them, including Jessica, fell in the mud. 
It was hilarious. 
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Statement of Defence Witness 2, dated 13 February 2021: Ms Zuban CHANDLER 

 
1. My name is Zuban CHANDLER. I am 20 years old and the Vice President of the law student society at 

Perth University. 
 

2. Madison CADORNA is the President of the club, and I’m essentially the second-in-command. We work 
very closely together on nearly every aspect of running the club, and have been close friends since 
our first week of law school too. 

 
3. There is quite a serious and competitive culture at Perth University around the inter-club sporting 

events. The clubs that win the most out of the various events throughout the year get to have the 
privilege of being named on the board in the gym, and also get extra grant money from the university 
as well. 

 
4. Last year PULSA won the prize money after beating PUGSS in the final event – the team tug-o-war. 

The event is held over a mud pit, and so inevitably, the losers end up falling in. This included Jessica, 
and I specifically remember Madi laughing in front of Jessica’s face when that happened. Jessica has 
had it in for Madi ever since then. 

 
5. It was shortly after our win that the official PULSA mascot, Rufus the inflatable kangaroo, went 

missing. Madi and I naturally suspected foul play, and our investigations led us to speaking to Tanya 
BRIGHT, the president of the university rowing club. Tanya confirmed what we suspected – that she 
saw some geology students kidnapping Rufus out of our offices during the end-of-year party. 

 
6. Madi and I approached Jane TANG, the treasurer of PUGSS but she denied that any geology students 

were involved, or even knew anything about it. We didn’t believe that though. 
 

7. So I haven’t told anyone else before making this statement, but that’s why at the Orientation Festival 
I decided to borrow the PUGSS inflatable penguin for a while, without perhaps telling them about it 
beforehand. 

 
8. It was just standing next to their stall, and Jessica looked distracted, so I thought it would be a good 

opportunity to quickly grab it and take it back to our stall. My plan was to possibly negotiate a mascot 
hostage exchange in order to get Rufus back from PUGSS at a later date. 

 
9. When I ran back to our own stall with the penguin I could see that Madi was really busy with the 

barbeque so I just had to drop the penguin at that time and help out where I could. Madi asked me 
to go grab some more onions from our office, and by the time I got back, there was a scene out the 
front of our stall with a deflated penguin, an angry Jessica, and security staff leading Madi away. 

 
10. I was pretty confused about what had happened until I got a chance to speak to Madi later that night. 

I didn’t mention that I was the one who had placed the penguin there in the first place since that 
seemed a bit awkward given what happened. 

 
11. But I believe Madi when she says it was an accident. She had been using the knife all day to cut 

sausages and onions. And it also made no sense to destroy our bargaining chip to get Rufus back. 
 


